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TREATY WiTH WESTERN INDIANS 



IBEATY AT FnTOBUBQH, 17TB 
[Original Ma. in posseseion of Dr. WiUiam C Rives, Wuh- 
ington, D. C, a descendaat of Dr. Thomas Walker.]** 
At a meeting of the Commissioners Appointed by 
the Honorable the Convention of the Colony of Vir- 
ginia for holding a Treaty with the Western Indians 

** The following complete text of the treaty negotiations at 
Pittsburgh in the autumn of 1775, is furnished us by the cour- 
tesy of Dr. William Cabell Rives, of Washington, D. C, into 
whose possession the manuscript 'came with others belonging 
to Dr. Thomas Walker, from whom he is directly descended. 
Dr- Walker was the chairman of the Virginia treaty commis- 
•ion, and one of the three congressional commissioners. He 
appears to have been entrusted with the full minutes of the 
treaty, also with James Wood's diary of his journey to sum- 
mon die tribesmen thither. The report of the treaty does not 
appear to have before been printed in its entirety. In 1S47 
Lyman C. Draper visited Castle Hill, the ancestral home of 
the Walker-Rives family in Albemarle County, and was per- 
mitted by the then owner to inspect this manuscript, which he 
found "very neatly written and having the autograph signatures 
of the Virginia commissioners." — Draper MSS., 5C28. Draper 
made copious extracts. 

John J. Jacobs, author of Biographical Sbttck of Captain 
Miehatl Cresap (Cumberland, 1826), was in possession of a 
copy of the manuscript minutes of this treaty, furnished bim 
by John Madison, secretary of the Virginia commissioners. 
The excerpts which Jacobs made for his work (pp. 69-71) are 
all that have been published therefrom. The present editors, 
noting Draper's citation from the original document, entered 
into correspondence with the Rives family, and found that they 
had preserved this important manuscript entire, and in the 
condition that Draper found it m 1847. Dr. Rives exercised 
the p'eatest care that the transcript should be exact in every 
particular, and has showti much interest in its present publi- 
cation. He also informs us that Mrs. William C. Rives, in "A 
Tale of our Ancestors," published in her book. Tales and Sou- 
venirs of a Residence in Europe (1843), uses the names of 
several Indian chiefs, which she doubtless obtained from the 
original of this manuscript. The editors consider themselves 
fortunate in being able to place before their readers the full 
text of a negotiation fraught with such consequences to tha 
Revolution in the West. — Eo. 
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26 REVOLUTION ON VFPER OHIO 

September the Twetftk One Thousand Seven Hun- 
4nd amd Seventy fht. 

The Indians not beii^ Arrived and the Commis- 
sioners beii% Infonned th^ were [on] their Rood 
thought proper to dispatch Mr John Gil»oa** witib 
die Indian AUaniwisica with the following talk to 
meet and hasten them 

Young Brothers Cheifs and fVariors of the differs 
ent Tribes of Indians on your Way to the Treaty at 
Fort Pitt We the Commissioners of the Long l6iife 
sent to treat with you our Brothers to the Westwanl 
have been Waiting at Pittsbui^ the place we Ap- 
pointed several days and are very in^>atient to see 
you we have sent John Gibson and our Young 
Brother Allaniwisica'* to meet you on your Road to 
desire you will cmne up as soon as you can that we 
may see you and brighten the Chain of Freindship 
which we botfi now have hold of we have many 
good things to say to you when we meet and shall 
send Provisions to meet you at Ijigs Town'* Should 

*°For a brief sketch of Gibson, see Duninare's War, p. ii, 
note IQ. — Ed. 

■1 Probably the same Indian as the one more f reqnen^ 
called Elinipisco, a son of Cornstalk, who participated ia Don- 
more's War, In November, 1777, he visited Fort Randolph, 
where his father was already in custody, and was killed by a 
mob of vengeful frontiersmen. — Ed. 

*' Logstown wa« an important Indian site, about ciEhteen 
miles below Pittsburgh, on the right bank of the river. Its 
Froich name was Chinmgu£, AngUdzed as Shenango. This 
was ori^nally a. Shawnee village, but gradually became a 
lat^e mixed town — an important trading site. Conrad Weiser 
made a trea.ty here in 1748 ; in consequence whereof the French 
expedition under Ciloron, the following year, found the vil- 
lage chiefly in the English interest. Croghan also, in t7SI> 
traded and treated here. Washington stopped at Logstowa 
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TREATY WtTH WESTERN INDIANS 37 

you have heard E[vill Reports from any person w« 
desire you will not beleive them but be Assured (hu* 
hearts are good towards you A String of Whit* 
iVampum 



September 16"", At a Meeting of the Comniissionere 
as well those Appointed by the Hcmorable the Con- 
tinential Congress as those Appointed by the Colony 
of Vii^nia Thomas Walker Esq' in the Chair 

A string of Wampum and Talk was delivered from 
the White Mingo" to the Commissioners by Cap" 
James Wood one of the Virginia Commissioners who 
received it from Mr. Dorsey Penticost'* by whan it 
was sent importing that he had been shot at by two 
Men in long white hunting Shirts near the Mouth of 
Pine Greek** with an Intention as he Imagined to 
kill him that being greatly alarmed and Supposing 
all the Indians near this place were Murdered he 
kept himself hid that day and Night in the Woods 



on his embassy of 1753 ; but by the following jtta the French 
had gained complete ascendency. They built for the In- 
dians a vilU^ of log huts, where, in 1758, Post succeeded 11 



dac's conspiracy being ended, its former possessors gradually 
came back for trade. John Gibson had his chief trading 
house at this site, and Washington mentions it in the diary of 
his journey in 1770. By 1784 the site was abandoned. Tt is 
now part of Economy township. — En. 

*■ White Mingo was a Seneca chief, who lived not far above 
Pittsburgh on the Allegheny. His signature appeared on 
Bouquet's treaty (1764), and he died before 1777-— Ed. 

■* For a brief biographical sketch of Dorsey Pentecost see 
Dunmore's War, p. loi, note 47- 

■* Fine Creek (lows into the Allegheny from the northwest, 
where the town of Sharpsburg now stands. — Ed. 
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a8 REVOLUTION ON VPPBR OHIO 

where finding all things Quiet he Ventured to his 
Camp and finding his family safe went to Col" Cn^- 
hans" from where he sent the String and talk 

Resolved that Cap" James Wood Mr. JcAn Walker 
Mr. George Morgan and Mr. Lewis Morris take with 
them Simon Girty and John Montour for Interpre- 
ters*' and visit the White Mingo that they go with 
him to the Place where he says he was shot at and 
ceport to this Meeting whatever they can discover 
concerning this Affair Resolved that a String of 
White Wampum and the following talk be delivered 
the White Mingo by the above Mentioned Gentlemen 

Brother Ike White Mingo We have heard with 
very great Greif and concern your Message informing 
us that the day before Yesterday you were shot at 
by two Men in long White hunting Shirts they must 
have been very bad People indeed you know there 
are some such in all Nations but you ought not to 



■* For a brief sketch of Col. George Croghan see Dtmmor^s 
War, p. 7, note la.^ED. 

•T For a brief sketch of Simon Srty see Ibid., p. 152. 
note, 4. 

John Montour was the son of Andrew, the famous half- 
breed interpreter who accompanied Weiser and Washington 
on their Western journeys and who was captain in the French 
and Indian War. John's mother was the granddaughter of 
the Delaware chief Olumpias, and in her right he was con- 
sidered a Delaware chief. He was bom in 1744. probably near 
Pittsburgh. When twelve years of age his father took him to 
Philadelphia, where he was educated at the expense of the 
state. He was with Dunmore in 1774, and adhered to the 
colonists' cause during the Revolution, although his fidelity 
was more than once doubted. In 1782 Montour received a. 
captain's commission, and as late as 1789 was living on 
Montour's island. This island, now known as Neville, is five 
miles below Pittsburgh ; it is five miles in length, the largest 
of the islands in the upper river. — Ed. 
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judge of the Sentiments and Conduct of your Brothers 
the White People from those of a few Wretches 
among them we will do every thii^ in our Power 
to discover who have done this very Wicked Act We 
will offer a very large Reward for finding them out 
and brit^;ing them to us and so soon as they shall be 
found we will take Care that they be imprisoned and 
Otherwise Punished as they Ought to be They must 
have been Enemies to us as well as to you Otherwise 
they would not have done any thing to create Jeal* 
ousy between us but we hope this Message and the 
String will Effectually remove it you may return to 
us with Safety and we Shall be glad to take you by 
the hand. 

McJly Hickman a Delaware Woman"* Appearing 
before the Commissioners informs that last Night 
about Midnight as a Mingo Man and a Shawanese 
Man was Walking near the Orchard there wore four 
or five White Men following them in close Conversa- 
tion that the Mingo Man Understanding what they 
said Acquainted the other they were threatning them 
& they had best make tiiier Escape upon which they 
Separated and run off and the White Men pursued 
tbem but they got over tfie River one Some distance 
above and the other at the Lower end of the Orchard 
that the Mingo Man went off Early this Morning 
that the Shawanese were still there but Apprehend- 
ii^ they would share the same fate with some of the 
Delawares iast Year 



**For other Delaware Indians of this name,' one of whom 
acted as escort and interpreter for Frederidc Post in 1758, see 
Thwaites, Early Western Travels, i, pp. 220, 227, 235. — E». 
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30 REVOLUTION ON UPPER OHIO 

DoctOT Walker OA" Morris Col" Lewis Col* Steph- 
en and CaV Wils(ni went over to tlie Indian Can^) 
to enquire into the truth of the above report and 
found that the Indians had Misapprehended the White 
People from their small Acquaintance with the Lan- 
guage 



September 16tb The Gentlemen Appointed to 
Visit the White Mingo made the following Report In 
Obedience to the Order of Yesterday the persons Ap- 
pointed to visit the White Mingo immediately iwo- 
ceeded to discharge their trust they were met by 
the White Mjngo at the Waterside where he Ac- 
costed them thus "When I first saw you coming I 
was Affraid and had thoughts of running away" he 
Appeared to be Quite Calm and Shewed no Symp- 
toms of fear from thence they went to his House 
and after resting awhile delivered the Message and 
strii^ to which he gave the following Answer "I 
thank my old Brother of Virginia Pennsylvania &* 
for their enquiry into this Matter when I was first 
fired on I thought it was the Act of some inconsid- 
erate foolish People and did not imagine the Great 
People knew any thing of it I thank God that he 
has been pleased to frustrate their designs and has 
permitted me to live a little longer I am perfectly 
satisfied and not the least uneasy" they went to Ae 
place where he said he was fired at after some 
search found his Blanket and hat about One hundred 
and twenty Yards from the Spot they could not see 
where the Ball struck and he said he never heard 
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TREATY WITH WESTERN INDIANS 31 

it they then invited him to come to Town with them 
if he was uneasy in his mind he sud he was not un- 
easy and would OHne to Town to morrow when they 
came to his House his wife was Just returned from 
Horse Hunting in the same Woods as they went they 
met with Coyasbotas two Wives and another Squa 
coming from the same place who flowed no sign of 
fear (Signed) 

James Wocw 
John Walkes 

The White Mingo in Answer to the Message from 
die Commissioners desired to return his thanks to 
them for sending it and to us as the Bearers he re- 
peated nearly what he had heard and said it should 
not make him Angry or Uneasy that he Attributed 
it to some bad people only and that he would come 
to the fort tcMnorrow he shewed us the Ground where 
he s^d he was shot at and the Place where he threw 
away his hat and Blanket both of which we found but 
no mark of a ball tho Ihe tracts of a Man in Mocasins 
were to be seen where he said the Man shot from 
(Signed) Geokge Mosgan** 

■*G«orge Morgan, son of Evan, was born in Philadelphia 
in 1742, and while a young man joined the firm o* Baynton, 
Wharton & Co., wdl-known Indian traders, and in 1764 
married a daughter of Baynton. The finn lost heavily by 
Pontiac's conspiracy, for which they were recompwised at the 
treaty of Fort Stanwix (176S). llus grant laid the founda- 
tion of tlie Indiana Company, for which Morgan was secre- 
tary and agent many years. Morgan early visited the India* 
country, and made lumself popular with the tribesmen — a 
voyage to the IlUnois and down the Uiislssippi as early oa 1766 
being recorded. In 1768 he was living in the Illinois, but left 
tiiere some time before the outbreak of the Revohition. His 
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The White Mingo upon the Speeches being inter- 
preted to him returned thanks to his Brother of the 
Big knife and his Brothers of New Voik and Penn- 
sylvania for their kind speech he said he was [now] 
Easy in his own Mind as to their being Unfreindly 
to him or having any design to injure him that he sup- 
posed they were s(Mne evil minded persons who wanted 
to make a breach between the People of his Colour and 
his White Brothers but he thanked God that he had 
rescued him from the hands of such Villians and per- 
mitted him to live a little longer with regard to his 
being fired upcm he says that on Wednesday as he 
was paddling down the River a bullet struck just by 
him which he did not conceive to be fired at him at 
that time but thought it was swne person a hunting 
had carelessly fired that way that he landed and met 
with two Men Cloathed in White hunting Shirts with 
Guns upon their Shoulders that he went up to them 
in a freindly Manner and offered to shake han<b with 

appointment by Congress in April, 1776, as Indian agent for 
the Middle Department brought him again to Pittsburgh, 
where he remained in this capacity until his resignation in 
tiie spring of 1779. He then rejoined the Eastern army, 
wherein he attained the rank of colonel At the close of the 
war he settled in Princeton, N. J., there becoming a leading 
citizen and a trustee of the college. In 1788-89, Morgan wa> 
occupied with a plan for settling a colony on the Spanish side 
of the Mississippi, and founded there the settlement of New 
Madrid. Having failed to secure proper authorization from 
the Spanish authorities, the proposed colony was abandoned. 
In 1796 Morgan removed to Washington County, Pa, 
where he built an estate called "Moi^nza." There the Aaron 
Burr plot yas first detected and reported. Morgan died at Us 
Western home in 1810. His Indian name was 'Taimenend." 
Dr. Samuel P. Hildreth of Marietta, Ohio, once possessed 
Moi^an's ioumals, and published extracts therefrom in his 
Pioneer History (Cincinnati, 1848) .^Ed. 
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them and that they passed on without taking any No- 
tice of him that he then began to suspect that the 
Bullet was Aimed at him and that something had hap- 
pened to his freinds below that he walked along the 
Bank and discovered a great Many White People and 
that he was then sure that scmething had happened 
and turned back to his Cabin that as he was descend- 
ing a hill in the Wood he saw two Men dressed in 
the same Marnier as those he had seen before and that 
he Observed one of them presented at him that he 
immediately turned about and run upon which the 
Man fired and that he did not return to his Cabin un- 
til some time on Thursday that the White Mii^;o 
went with us to the Place where he said he was fired 
at and Shewed us the Place where he stood and the 
Man who fired at him that I saw the steps of the 
White Mingo and that Cap" Wood as I Understand 
saw the Prints of the two Men that we found the 
Matchcoat and hat which he dropped and returned 
them to him 

(Signed) Lewis Morms Jun" 

Pittsbargh Sept'. r6'l' 1775 

Resolved that it be recmnmended to the Indians to 
encamp near to each other and that each Incampment 



" Lewis Morris, of the famous New York family of that 
namc^ vras bom in 1726 and gradiiated at Yale College twen^ 
years later. On the outbreak of the RevoludoD he joined fbt 
patriot cause, was elected to Congress in 1775, and made a 
commissioner of Indian affairs. In that capacity he ^risited 
Pittsburgh, and held the treaty of 1775. In 1776 ha was one 
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, and retir- 
ing from Congress served in the New York legislature 
('777"78)' and in the state militia, where he attained the rank 
«>f major-general. He died at Morrisania in 1798.— Ed. 
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with the Approbation of the Conumssioners make 
Choice of an Interpreter to stay O'Nights to inform 
the Commissioners the names of such White Persons 
who shall go among them to disturb them 

Resolved that Advertisements be set up in the Most 
Public Places ofering a reward of Two Hundred Dol- 
lars to any perscm or persons who shall discover the 
two Men or either of theni that Shot at the White 
Mingo cm Wednesday last 

Captain James Wood reported his Journal in his 
late Expedition to invite tjie Indians to this Trea^ 
Ordered that the said Journal be Copied in these Pro- 
ceedings which is as follows 

Diary 1775 

24''' June the Honorable the Council and House of 
Burgesses Appointed George Washington Thomas 
Walker James Wood Andrew Lewis John Walker 
and Adam Stephen Esquires Commissioners for hold- 
ing a Treaty with the Ohio Indians impowering Utin 
Treasurer to pay the Expence Accruing provided the 
same did not Exceed the sum of iS.OOO the Evening 
of the same day the Ccnnmissioners were Informed 
that the House directed them not to Aj^Iy more than 
One Thousand Pounds towards the Negotiation at 
the same time they directed me to proceed immedi- 
ately to the different Tribes of Indians as well to give 
them an Invitation to a Treaty as to remove any bad 
impressions which might be made by Chenusaw'^ one 
of the Shawanese Indians who had Escaped from 

•^ChenuBaw was one of the hostages taken by Dmunore, 
after the treaty of Camp Charlotte; see Dimmor^s War, 
p. 305.— Ed. 
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Williamsburg Upon my Appointment to this Service 
I moved the house to know how far I was to go in an 
Explanation of the disputes withi Great Britain in 
Case the Indians should make any Enquirey into that 
Matter which I was well assured they would Col" 
Bland then moved the House that I should be directed 
to Explain the whole dispute to the Indians to make 
them sensible of the Gf eat Unanimity of the Colonies 
to Assure them of our Peaceable Intentions towards 
them and that we did not stand in need of or desire 
any Assistance frcsn them or any other Nation which 
Motion was agreed to by the House Nemine Contra- 
dicente 

25*" I left Williamsburg and proceeded on my 
Journey having stayed three days at home in prepare- 
ing for it 

9"" July I Arrived at Fort Pitt where I received 
Information that the Cheifs of the Delawares and a 
few of the Mingoes had lately been Treating with 
Major Connolly ^reeable to Instructions firom Lord 
Dunmore and that Shawanese had not come to the 
Treaty agreable to their Appointment upon Exam- 
ining the Proceedings with the Delawares and Min- 
goes I found that they had been given assurances that 
a General Treaty would be soon, held with all the Ohio 
Indians upon which I thought it Adviseable to dis- 
patch an Express to the Convention with the follow- 
ing Letter directed to ihe Honorable Pejrton Ran- 
dolph Esq' 

Sir — On my Arrival at this Place I found that 
Maj' Connolly had finished a Treaty with the Delaware 
and Mingo Cheifs who had assembled agreable to 
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Lord Dunmores Appointment and were returned vrell 
s^isfied with Assurances that a General Tirea^ would 
be soon held with them and the Other Ohio Tribes It 
seems from the Governors Instructions to Maj^ Con- 
nolly that he only intended a few of the Cheifs should 
be called together in order to make them easy till a 
treaty could be properly negotiated with them I am 
now waiting to see the Cornstalk who is on his way 
and is Expected here tomorrow or the next day the 
Reason that the Shawanese did not Attend at the 
Treaty lately held is not known but generally be- 
leived to be owing to Two French Men who were at 
their Towns and desired to speak to the Cheifs of that 
Nation in Council as soon as I see the Cornstalk 
I ptMpose setting off for the Shawanese Towns in 
hopes of being able to Counteract any diabolical 
Schems formed by the Enemies of this Country to re- 
move any bad Impressions which may have been made 
on the Minds of these Savages and to Satisfy them 
concerning their Hostages from thence I shall pro- 
ceed to the Wyandots Towns'* where it is said the 

■'The Wyandot were of Huron-Iroquois stock, being of 
flic sub-tribe of Tobacco-Hnron, or Petun. Nearly destroyed 
by the Iroquoia in the early seventeenth century, they fled 
westward, and placing themselves under French protection, 
settfed about Detroit early in the eighteenth century. Gradu- 
ally they strare'ed eastward along the southern shore of Lake 
Erie. In 1747 one band, tinder the leadership of chief Nicolas, 
built a town at Lower Sandusky, and the following year made 
an alliartce wHh the EngJisH, During tht French and Indian 
War, however, the Wyandot adhered to the French, took part 
in Braddock's defeat, and joined Pontiac's conspiracy. A few 
ymttig warriors joined the Shawnee in- Dunmore'* War but 
the tribe as a whole held ^oof. Their towns lay along tho 
Sandasky River, and throughout the Revolution were under 
th« iafHiwt c e of the British at Detr*i*.— Eft 
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same Frenchmen have lately been in Council with that 
Nation and to return by way of the Delaware and 
Mingo Towns 

I find that the Indians have been led to expect aj 
General Treaty and that they would as Usual receive' 
Presents upon a Compliance with the Terms imposed 
by Lord Dunmore so that I am realy Apprehensive 
we shall not be able fnxn the Sum Allowed by the 
Assembly to make the different tribes a Present that 
will Answer their Expectations Considering the Ex- 
cessive deamess of Provisions in this part of the 
Country and the high Advance we must Necessarily 
pay for Goods from the Great Scarcity now in the 
Country from these Considerations I would beg the 
Gentlemen of the Convention to consider whether It 
would not be adviseable to direct the whole Sum of 
Two Thousand Pounds allowed by the Resolve of the 
House should not be laid Out to the best Advantage 
for this Necessary purpose I am well Assured it 
will have an Exceeding good Effect and that a last- 
ing peace may be Established with all the Ohio In- 
dians 

By the same Express that brings this the Commit- 
tee of West Augusta purpose sending to their Dele- 
gates the Proceedings of the late Treaty held with 
the Delawares and Mingoes together with a Copy of 
thir Resolves prior to the Treaty In Justice to the 
Committee (among whom are Many respectable Char- 
acters) I must beg leave to Observe that th^ have 
been Attentive to the Interest of their Country on this 
important Occasion as no kind of provision was 
made by Government towards providii^ Necessaries 
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for the Indians who were Called to a Council by the 
Governor the Committee at a Considerable Expence 
provided a Quantity of Provisiems with a present 
in Goods which were distributed Among the Indians 
and which I beleive gave them General Satisfacticm 
on the other hand if they had not thus taken up the 
Matter the Certain Consequence must have been that 
the Indians would have returned dissatisfied and a 
General discontent would have prevaled among the 
different Tribes 

The Committee as well as Major Connollys most in- 
veterate Enemies all agree that he Conducted this Af- 
fair in the Most Open and Candid Manner that it was 
transacted in the presence of the Committee and that 
he laid the Governors Instructions on this Occasion 
before them I shall be Extremely happy if my poor 
Endeavours on this or any future Occasion should in 
the smallest Degree Contribute to the Service of my 
Country I have the honor to be &c as soon as I dis- 
patched my Letter I sent for White Eyes" and Kill- 
buck'* Chiefs of the Delawares and Kyashota" and 

•» For a. brief sketch of White Eyes sec Dunmore's War, 
p. 39, note 4S. — Ed. 

** Killbuck was a grandson of King Newcomer, having 
been bom at the Lehigh Water Gap in the decade between 
1730 and 1740. He removed West with his tribe, and was 
noted for his friendship with the whites and his respect for 
civilization. About 17& he was baptized by the Moravians 
under the name of WiUiam Henry, and lived at their town 
of Goshen until his death in 1811. A lineal descendant by the 
name of Killbuck is today a missionary in Alaska.— Ed. 

"Guyashusta (Kiasola, Kyashota) was the principal chief 
of the Six Nations on the Allegheny. During the French and 
Indian War he was hostile to the English, and the chief con- 
spirator on the Ohio during Pontiac's plot £1763). He signed 
with Bouquet the treaty of 1764. and kept it loyally, taking 
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the White Mingo Cbeif s of the Mingoes and delivered 
the following Speech sent by Thcnnas Walker and 
Andrew Lewis Esq' two of the Commissioners to the 
Cheifs and Warriors of the Shawanese Wyandots 
Delaware and Mingo Nations. 

Brothers we are Appointed by your elder Broth- 
ers of Virginia to meet you in Council to finish the 
treaty began by Lord Dunmore last Year we hope 
to put an End to all differences between your People 
and ours so effectually that your Children and ours 
may live in the Strictest friendship till the Sun Shall 
shine no more or the Waters run in the Ohio 

Brothers yourr Freind Cap" James Wood who is Ap- 
pcwnted one of the Commissioners on this Important 
Occasion will deliver you this talk by whom you will 
be informed of the Imprudent Behaviour of your 
Brother Chenusaw who we hope has got safe to you 
before this the Manner in which he went from us 
gives us reason to fear he may give you some alarming 
Accounts but we hope Cap" Wood will satisfy you that 
we are your freinds and have been kind to your people 
the Wolf*' and Newau will come with us to the Treaty 
at Fort Pitt where we hope to meet you on the tenth 
day of September to Compleat this great Work and 
must request you to give Notice to all your Ndghbour- 
ing Naticois that are Concerned we desire you wiH 
bring with you all the Prisoners and be fully prepared 

no part in Danmore's War of 1774. DurttiK the Revolution he 
endeavored to maintain neutrality, dyii^ at Coraplanter'a vil- 
lage on the Allegheny about 1795.— Ed. 

•• The Indian name of the Wolf, another hostage, was Ctrt- 
tcna (Cnttemwha). — Eo. 
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in every respect to fulfil your agreement wi^ Lord 
Dunmore to which White Eyes Answered 

Brother I return you as well as our two Brothers 
that sent it thanks for the good talk you have now de- 
livered us and you may depend I will make it my 
business to send the String now delivered to me to 
all my freinds and make no doubt but they will re- 
ceive it in the same freindly and thankful Manner I 
do The Wliite Mingo then Spdte as follows 
Brother I am very thankful to you and your two 
Brothers in Vit^nia for your good talk and String 
now delivered I am certain It will give all my 
freinds the same Pleasure which it gives me to meet 
you at the time Appcunted for holding the treaty at 
this place and you may be assured they shall be told 
of it 

10th July White Eyes came with an Interpreter to 
my Lodgings he informed me he was desirous of 
going to Williamsburg with Major Connolly to see 
Lord Dunmore who had promised him his Interest in 
procuring a Grant from the King for the Lands 
claimed by the Delawares that they were all desirous 
of living as the White People do and under their Laws 
and Protection that Lord Dunmore had engaged to 
make him some Satisfaction for his Trouble in going 
several times to the Shawanese Towns and serving 
friA him on Campaign and likewise the damage he has 
sustained by some of our Men Plundering and de- 
stroying his Effects that he wras a very poor Man 
and had Neglected to raise Com by endeavouring to 
sefTe us and that his wife and Childerin were now al- 
most starving for Bread he told me he hoped I 
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would advise him whether It was proper for him to 
go or not 

I was then Under the Necessity of Acquainting 
him with the disputes subsisting between Lord Dun- 
more and the People of Vii^nia and engaged when- 
ever the Assembly met that I would go with him to 
Williamsburg and represent his Case to the Assembly 
and made no doubt they would Amply reward him 
for his Services and damages sustained he was very 
thankful and Appeared perfectly satisfied with the 
promise I made him 

16"* July the Cornstalk Nimwha*' Wryneck Blue 
Jacket Silver Heels" and about fifteen other Shawan- 
ese arrived they immediately got drunk and Contin- 
ued in that situation for two days 

18"' The Shawanese being assembled I made The 
following Speech to them Brothers the Shawanese 
I am now on my way to your towns by directions of 
the great Council of Virginia my Business is to give 



•'Nimwha (or Munaeeka) was a Shawnee chief, brother 
of ComstaJk, whom he succeeded as head of the tribe. He 
took part in PontJac's Conspiracy, and was present at Bou- 
quet's treaty {1764) as well as those of Fort Pitt (i;68 and 
1775)- In 1778 he led the detachment that captured Daniel 
Boone, and the following year headed the besiegers of Fort 
Laurens, His death occurred early in 1780. — Ed. 

•■ An early mention of these two noted chiefs, Blue Jacket 
and Sil verb eels. Blue Jacket was principal chief of the 
Shawnee during the Indian wars, defeated Harmar and St. 
Clair, and was defeated by Wayne in 1794. He took part in 
the treaty of Greenville, and soon after retired to the neigh- 
borhood of Sandwich, OnL, where he died about 1810. He 
was said to have been appointed a brigadier-general in the 
British service. Silverheels rescued several Pennsylvania 
traders on the outbreak of Dunmore's War, and at the risk 
of his own life escorted them to Httsburgh. While in a fit of 
intoxication,' he was killed by Indians. — Ed. 
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the Cheifs of your Nation an Invitation to meet Com- 
missioners Appointed by them in a general Council at 
Fort Pitt in 53 days from this time in order fully to 
Confirm the peace agreed upon last year with Lord 
Dunmore your Brothers Cuttemwha and Newau are 
well and you may depend upon seeing them at the 
time Appointed for your Meeting about forty days 
ago Chenusaw left us without any provocation that 
we know of as soon as we found he was gone we 
dispatched many Men on horseback with Wiriten pap- 
ers directing all our People to treat him kindley and to 
let him Pass to you without receiveing any hurt 
your Brother Cuttemwha desired me to tell you to be 
Strong and to come at the time which I Appoint 
A String of White Wampum 

I then delivered Messrs Walker and Lewis's speedi 
with a String of Wampum soon after which Corn- 
stalk made the following Answer Brothers the Big^ 
knife I am greatly oblidged to you ai well as to all 
my Elder Brothers of Virginia for their good talks 
and Intentions towards their Younger Brothers the 
Shawanese I look upon what you have said in the 
Manner as if delivered by your great Council and am 
as happy in seeing you as if they were all present I 
shall deliver your talks to the Cheifs on my return 
and make no doubt but they will meet you at the 
time Appointed 

The Cornstalk after delivering the speech told me 
he thought it would be best for me to go to the Shaw- 
anese Towns least Chenusaw should return and make 
any bad reports he then informed me that some of 
the Shawanese were desirous of going to Winchester 
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in order to meet their freinds Cuttcmwha and Nea- 
wau and to talk with our trading People and desired 
I would write to my freinds to treat them kindly I 
then wrote the following letter to the Committee of 
Frederick 

Gentlemen — You will receive this by Major Con- 
nolly with him three of the Shawanese Cheifs pur- 
pose going to Winchester in Order to see their freinds 
and to talk with some of our Tradeing people if the 
Hostages should not yet have Arrived I would beg 
leave to Recomn»end that an Express be immediately 
dispatched to Doctor Walkers to bring them up as 
the treatment these Indians receive will be taken par- 
tiailar Notice of as well by tiiem as the Whole Na- 
tion I beg the Attention of the Committee on this 
Occasion I am &c 

at 5 o'Qock this afternoon I sett off from Fort Pitt 
with Simon Girty an Interpreter encamped ten Miles 
below on the River Bank 

19*11 July sett off before Sunrise Crossed Big 
Beaver Creek near the Mouth travelled about 46 
Miles this day the Course nearly West 

80*'' Started very Early met Garret Pendergrass** 
about 9 '*'Clock who informed us that he left the Dela- 
ware Towns two days before tfiat the Delawares were 



•• See the affidavit of Pendergrass in Virginia Magaeine of 
History and Biography, xiii, p. 423. Garret Pendergrass set- 
tled at HaiTOdsburgh in Kentucky, and in 1776 was commis- 
jioned to go with James Harrod on a mission to the Indian 
towns. In March 2^ 1777, he was killed and scalped by prowl- 
ing savages within sight of the Harrodsburgh fort — Ed. 
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just returned fr«n the Wiandots Towns where they 
had been at a Great Council with the French and Er^- 
lish Officer and the Wyandots that Monsuer Baubee** 
and the English Officer told them to be upon their 
Gaurd that the White People intended to strike them 
very soon that tho' their fathers the French ware 
thrown down the last War by the English they were 
now got up again and much Stronger than ever and 
would Assist their Childeren {the Indians) as they 
formerly did about two days after met two Delaware 
Squas who upon interrogations gave the same Account 
travelled about forty Miles this day andl encamped <mi 
a Small run 

81" July started very Early in the Morning at 
one O'clock arrived at the Moravian Indian Town 



^*Duperon Baby (called by the English Baubee) beloi^ed 
to a prominent Canadian family, one branch of which had es- 
tablished itself in trade at Detroit, before the English con- 
qttest After that event, Baby declined the oath of allegiance 
and desired to retire to France. Having changed his opinion, 
he became a loyal British subject, and during Pontiac's con- 
spiracy furnished much assistance to the English garrison. 
His influence with the Indians was large, and during the 
Revolution and succeeding Indian wars the Detroit command- 
ants utilized it for the British cause. Baby was commissioned 
colonel of militia and deputy Indian agent, with a large salary, 
being also given a considerable grant of land. He attended 
all Indian councils, but seldom personally went on the war- 
path, although he is said to have commanded the Detroit 
mililia in the campaign against Wayne (1794). Marrying 
Susanne Reaume, he had a considerable family. One daughter 
married CoL William Caldwell, and a daughter by an Indian 
mother married Blue Jacket. His son James became promi- 
nent in British councils, and served in the War of 1812-15. 
Upon surrender of Detroit to the Americans (1796), the Baby 
family settled in the neighborhood of Windsor, Ont. CoL 
Duperon Baby died about the time of this removal. — Ed. 
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Exanuoed the Minister (a Dutdunan)" concerning 
the Council lately held with the Indians by the French 
who Confirmed the Accounts before related six Miles 
from the Moravian Town Passed a Small Delaware 
Town a Delaware Man rods with us to New Comers 
Town ^^ I where we Encamped having travelled about 
30 Miles 

82* July set off Early in the Morning for Kosh- 
ocktin the Cheif Town of the Delawares Passed 
White Eyes' Town about 10 o'Qock Arrived at 
Koshocktin at 1 O'Clock taken to the Council 



"■ Probably Wood was now at Schonbruim, some three 
miles southeast of New Philadelphia, in Tuscarawas County, 
Ohio. This was built in 1772 by mission Indians, largely of 
the Delaware tribe, but was deserted in 1777. Reoccupied in 
1779, it was soon abandoned for New Schonbrunn, on the 
west bank of Tuscarawas River. Another Moravian village, 
known as Gnadenhutten (tents of grace) was on the site of 
the present Ohio town of that name. The senior missionary 
in charge was David Zeisberger. Bom in Moravia in 1721, 
his parents emigrated to Saxony when he was five years of 
age, and later (1736) to Georgia, where their son followed 
them in 1740. After three years of work among the Creek 
Indians, Zeisberger was sent to Pennsylvania, where at 
Bethlehem he studied Indian languages, fitting for his future 
work. He passed some years among the Iroquois, but finally 
became Identified with the Delawares, Their migration to the 
Ohio Valley (1771-72) was arranged by him, and he remained 
with his converts in the vicissitudes of their fate, until his 
death in 1808 at Goshen. Ohio. During the Revolution he at- 
tempted to maintain neutrality, but aided the commandant at 
Pittsburgh with frequent and important information. — Ed. 

" Newcomerstown was on the north bank of the Tuscara- 
was, within the limits of the present town of that name in 
Tuscarawas County. It was the chief town of the Delawares 
after their removal to the Muskingum. The small town be- 
tween that and Gnadenhutten may have been Salem, a third 
Moravian town, near the present village of that name. — Ed. 
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House ^* found Many of the Indians drunk and King 
New Comer a Sleep'* waked the King at Dark and 
Delivered the following speech to him 'in the Presence 
of Winganum^* Young Killbuck and a Number of 
other Warriours Brothers the Delawares your El- 
der Brothers in Virginia in their Great Council have 
Appointed me to come to this Place in Order to As- 
sure you that their hearts are good towards you that 
they are desirous of brightning the Antient Chain 
of Freindship between you and them and for which 
they have Appointed Commissioners to meet you and 
the other Nations in a General Council at Fort Pitt 
in [blank in MS.] days from this time when they will 
be glad to meet the Cheifs of your Nation and will 
use their best Endeavours to give you a hearty Wel- 
come 

Brothers I have heard with great Concern that 

''* Coshocton (Indian name Goschachgunk) lay in the forks 
of the Muskingum and Tuscarawas on the north side of the 
latter stream. It was buih about 1775 and was composed of 
log-houses and a large council-house ranged aloc^ a regular 
street, and forming a considerable village. It was the chief 
town of the Turtle clan of the Delawares, and the capital of 
the tribe until its destraction by Brodhead in 1781. Whit* 
Eyes's Town lay on a plain some ten miles south of the Tus- 
carawas, and east of Coshocton. — Ed. 

'* Newcomer (or Netawatwes) was principal chief of the 
Delawares, succeeding Beaver in that office about 1772. He 
had formerly dwelt on the Susquehanna, and signed the treaty 
of Conestoga in 1718, Upon his removal to the Ohio country, 
he lived first on the Cuyahoga, settling later upon the Tus- 
carawaa, near the site of the present town named for him. 
The aged chief died at Pittsburgh in 1776, while attending a 
treaty at that place.— Ed. 

T» Wingenund was an important Delaware chief, later hos- 
tile to the Americans. About 1778 he removed his viUage to 
the Sandusky, where he assisted in the torttire of Col. William 
Crawford in 1782.— Ed. 
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you have lately been in Council with the Fr^ich and 
Wyandots and that you have received a Speech from 
the French and a belt and String of Black Wampum 
as there has long subsisted the Greatest Freindship 
between you and us I desire and insist that you will 
make me Acquainted with any thing which may have 
been said to you by the French or any others to the 
Prejudice of your Elder Brothers of Virginia A 
String of White Wampum 

23* of July the King and iCheifs of the Dela- 
wares met in the Council House and delivered the 
following Answer to my Speech of Yesterday Broth- 
ers the Bigkftife your Brotiiers the Delawares are 
very thankful to you for your good talk to Ihem Yes- 
terday and are glad to find their Brothers hearts are 
good towards them and that they will be joyfull in 
meeting them at the time and place you Mention 
Brother in Order to Convince our Elder Brothers of 
Virginia that we desire to live in freindship with them 
I now deliver you this Belt and String they were sent 
to us by an English Man and French Man at Fort De- 
troit with a Message that the People of Virginia were 
determined to strike us that they would come upon 
tis two different Ways the caie by the Way of the 
Lakes and the'other by the Ohio and that the Vir^n- 
ians were determined to drive us off and to take our 
Lands that we must be constantly on our Gaurd and 
not to give any Credit to whatever you said as you 
were a pec^Ie not to be depended upon that the Vir- 
g^ians would invite Us to a treaty but we must not 
go at any rate and to take particular No6oe of the Ad- 
vice th^ gave which proceeded from Motives of real 
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Freindship and nothing else Delivers the Belt and 
String 

I then hired a Man to g:o with me to the Seneca 
Towns set off in a hard rain passed thro' a Town 
of the Muncys and made thwn Acquainted with my 
business kept up White Womans Creek Crossing it 
Six times and Corcosan Creek once lodged at Mo- 
hickins old Town now Inhabited by Delawares^' 
travelled about 38 Miles this day the Course nearly 
West 

gi"" July set off very early in the Morning trav- 
elled very Constant till twelve O'Qock when we Ar- 
rived at Indian Nicholas's and then Proceeded on till 
Nigfat and encamped near a Small run irain all Night 
Travelled about 45 Miles the same Course as Yester- 

^y 

25* set out very early In the Morning rode Con- 
stant till 5 o'clock in the afternoon when we Ar- 
rived at the Seneca Town^^ where we found Ix^^n 
The Snake the Big Appletree with Several of the Min- 

'• White Woman's Creek, now known as WalhondinR, was 
so named from Mary Harris, a captive who adooted Indian 
ways, and lived in this vicinity as early as 1751. See Darling- 
ton, Christopher Gist's Journals {Pittsburgh, 1893)1 PP- 4i. 
114. 

The Miinaee town here noted is shown on a map in Hector 
St John de Crevecoeur, Lettres d'un Cttllivatevr Americain 
(Paris, 1787). ii'. p. 413- It was on the north bank of White 
Woman's Cretk, just above roilbudc's Creek. Corcosan Creek 
is noted on this same map as CaucnssinR, now known as 
Mohican River from the town here noted by Wood. The 
town lay on the west bank where the stream joins the Wal- 
honding. — ESv 

" This town has nsually been identified with Pluggy's Town, 
bat Wood visited that place later. From the courses and 
distances travelled it would appear to be the Mingo or Seneca 
town where Logan in 1778 waa found by Simon Kenton; it 
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goes who were lately Prisoners at Fort Pitt they all 
Appeared to be Pre^ Much in Uquor and very in- 
quisitive to know my Business called them together 
and made the same speech to them which I had be- 
fore made to the Delawares they made no other An- 
swer but they would Acquaint the rest of their Nation 
with what I bad said and disoDvered that the Indians 
were very Angry Many of them Painted themselves 
black we Encamped near the Town about ten 
O'clock at Night one of the Indians came and 
Stamped upon my head as I lay a Sleep waked 
and saw several Indians with Knives and Tmn- 
hawks a Squaw informed us privately that they in- 
tended to kill us advised us to hide ourselves in the 
Woods which we did till Morning when we returned 
again into the Town Logan repeated in Plain Eng- 
lish the Manner in which the People of Virginia had 
killed his Mother Sister and all his Relations during 
which he wept and Sung Alternately^' and concluded 
with telling me the Revenge he had taken he then 
told me that several of the Mingoes who were long 
Prisoners at Fort Pitt^* wanted to kill us and asked 



was situated on the trail between Wapatomica and upper 
Sandusky, in what ia now Hardin County, Ohia See Draper 
MSS., 2BB3.— Ed. 

''* This statement that Logan could repeat his wrongs in 
"plain English" is interesting in -view of the discussion over 
the authorship of his famous speech. See Dunmore's War, 
P- 30s, note 21, and references therrin cited. — Eo. 

" These were the captives taken by Dunmore after the 
treaty of Camp Charlotte, in which the Mingo refused to ac- 
quiesce. See Ibii, p. 303. They were kept at Fort P5tt dur- 
ing the winter of 1774-75, but >n the spring were permitted to 
escape.— Eov 
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me whether I was afiEraid to which I answered 1 was 
not that we were two lone Men where [wiio were] 
sent to deliver a message to them which we had done 
that we were in their Power and had no way to defend 
ourselves that they must kill us if they thought proper 
to which he replied that we should not be hurt 

26'" July at 9 O'Dock in the Morning hired two 
fresh horses and set off for the Wyandot Towns trav- 
elled very fast and Constant till 7 O'Clock in the 
Evening when we Arrived at the Town sent off Run- 
ners for the Cheifs who were distant about twen^ 
Miles 

87"' July at One O'Clock the Wyandots sent to 
my Camp to Inform me the Cheifs were Arrived and 
ready at their Council House to hear what I had to 
say to them and that two of the Tawaas*" were there 
and would be ready to Cany my speech to their Na- 
tion went to the Council House and delivered the 
following Speech to the Wyandots and Tawaas 

Brothers the Wyandots and Tawaas your Brothers 
of Virginia in their great Council desirous of bright- 
ning the Chain of Freindship between you and them 
have Appointed Commissioners to meet the Chafs of 
the different Nations of Indians on the Ohio and 
Lakes at Fort Pitt in forty six days from this time 
and have ordered me to come to this place to Assure 
you that their Hearts are good towards you and that 
they hope to agree upon a peace with all the Indians 
so their Childeren and ours may hereafter live in the 
Greatest Frdndship to give you a kind Invitatimi to 



••This conndl occurred at Upper Sandusky. For the 
Ttwaas (Ottawa) see Duntitore's War, p. 273, note go.— Ea 
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their Council fire and that they will Endeavor to give 
you a hearty welcome Brothers It is with Great Con- 
cern I have lately heard that some people who I con- 
sider to be enemies as well to you as to us have en- 
deavoured to make your Nations believe that the 
People of Virginia Intended to strike you this you 
may be Assured is the Greatest falsity as I can with 
truth assure you that they desire to live in Strict 
Freindship with all Indians while they continue peace- 
able with us 

Brothers the Tawaas It is with great pleasure I 
take the Opportunity in the name of my Countrymen 
to return you thanks for the kind Treatment given by 
your Nation to one of our young Brothers who was 
delivered into your hands Last Summer by the Shaw- 
anese and to Assure you that if any of your people 
should ever fall into our hands they will meet with 
the same freindly treatment*^ A String of White 
Wampum Each 

The War Post then Answered Brother the Big 
Knife We have heard what you have said and desire 
time till to Marrow afternoon to consider it wfien we 
will meet you again in the Council house 

In the afternoon War Post and five or six other 
IntSans came to my Camp they said they were ayrrx 
to talk with me as freinds that they always Under- 
stood that the English had but one King who lived 
over the Great Water that Hiey were Much Surprked 
to hear that we were at War with ourselves and that 
diere had been several Engagements at Boston in whicK 



" This refers to Czekiel (misprinted Eohraim) Held, for 
whose capture see Ibtd, pp. 113, 114, note 6s- — ^Ed. 
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a great Number of Men were killed on both sides 
that as he had been told many difierent Stones they 
would be glad Xo know the Cause of the dispute or 
whether we Expected or desired their Assistance I 
then began and gave them a true and Just Account 
from the beginning of the disputes with Great Britain 
and Assured them that we did not stand in need of 
or desire any Assistance from them or any other Na- 
tion but that we wished them to Cwitinue in peace 
and freindliness with us by Observing a Strict neu- 
trality as we had not the least doubt that all differ- 
ences between ourselves would be soon Acceano- 
dated at the same time I made them Acquainted with 
the great Unanimity among the Americans and that 
they were now become so strong as not to fear any 
power on the face of the Earth In this Conversation 
I discovered that the Huron Indians had been led to 
beledve that the People of Virginia were a different 
and distinct Nation from the other Colonies and that 
by going to War with us they need not fear the Inter- 
position of the other Colonies this I think I Effectu- 
ally removed by making them Acquainted witii the 
Proceedings of the Continental Congress and that the 
Colonies were bound and Obliged to defend each 
other against Attacks from Whatever Quarter they 
might ccMne these Questions were likewise put to me 
at other times by the Shawanese Delawares Mingoes 
and Tawaas and Answered in the same Manner 

28*" July went to the Council house at two 
O'clock agreable to the AppCTotment of the Wyan- 
dots when Rotunda or the War Post in the Presence 
of Coronyatta Surrahawa Aughunta and other War- 
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riors of the Wyandots, and Niiinis and Mangagata of 
the Tawaas delivered the following Answer to my 
speech of Yesterday Brother the Bigknife you tell 
us you were sent to our Towns by the Great Men of 
Vii^inia to let us know that there is now a large 
Council fire kjndlmg at Fort Pitt that it would be 
ready in forty six days and we should hear there 
eveiry thing that was good Brother we have listned 
K> what you have said with great Attention and Con- 
sidered it well we think it is good and will immedi- 
ately send it Over the Lakes to our Cheifs*' and will 
be ruled by them in our determinations Brother I 
have nothing farther to say but that it is always a 
Custcwn with us that Whatever News we hear we im- 
mediately send it to our head Men as we shall on this 
Occasion, after delivering the Answer Rohmda 
told me that he heard the People of Virginia were 
now building a Fort on Kentucke and intended to 
drive off all the Indians and take Possessicm of their 
Lands I told him that I never heard of any Fort 
being built on Kentucke but that our People were 
settling very fast in that Country which they had an 
Undoubted right to do the whole Country to the East- 
ward of the Ohio as low down as the Cherokee River 
was purchased from the Six Nations at the Treaty at 
Fort Stanwix and that since which the People of 
Vii^nia had purchased the Pretended right of the 
Cherokees that we Should be able to make them sen- 
sible of fliis at the Treaty to be held at Fort Pitt and 

•'The chief eettlements of the Huron or Wyandot were 
opposite Detroit, north of Lake Erie. It was proposed to 
consult these chiefs before coming to a decision.— 'E^. 
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that they might rest Assured that we had no thoughts 
of encroaching any farther than we had already pur- 
chased and honestly paid for he then enquired after 
news and desired to know whether we intended to 
take Fort Detroit from the Regulars this I toM them 
i. knew not but beleived the Americans looked upon 
it to be a place of no Consequence to them and that 
they would not Concern with it here I took an Op- 
portunity of telling them that we had already taken 
TycOTideroga and Crown Point without any loss and 
that we had beaten the Regulars in every Engage- 
ment with very Considerable loss on their sides and 
very inconsiderable on ours I then told him I was 
well Acquainted with the Steps taken by the Officer 
CfMnmanding at Fort D'Troit and Monsieur Baubee 
to prejudice them against the Americans in General 
and Virginia in particular I then produced the Belt 
and String delivered to me by the Delawares and 
asked him if he knew them here they all appeared' 
to be much Surprised but Acknowledged that they did 
upcHi which I proceeded to repeat what was said when 
they were delivered all of which they Acknowledged 
Except that the French were concerned in it they 
said Monsieur Baubee was present but that he did 
not interfere but added that the Englishmen told them 
that the Virginians would take the whole Country if 
they did not all join tf^ether against them I told 
War Post that I was well Acquainted with the whole 
Matter that I had got it out at the different Towns by 
degrees first from the Squaws and then from the 
Men he then desired me to give him a Copy of the 
Speech which I made in the Council Yesterday that 
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no part of it might be forgot this I readily complied 
with and we parted in the most freindly Manner" 

"John Dcxfee, a Connecticiit trader at the Sandusky vil- 
lage, gave the following additional particulars of Wood's mis- 
sion to the Wyandot towns: "In July, 1775, Captain James 
Woods called at my house, on hJs way to the different Indian 
towns, where he was going to invite them, in the name of the 
Congress, to a treaty to be held at Fort Pitt the ensuing fall ; 
I attended him to their villages, and the savages promised 
him they would be there. Captain Woods also invited me to 
yo with the Indians to the treaty, as they were in want of an 
interpreter, which I readily agreed to. Soon after the depart- 
ure of Captain Woods, the Commander of Fort Detroit sent 
for the savages in and about Sandusky, and told them that he 
heard they were invited by the Americans to a treaty at Pitts- 
burgh, which they told him was true ; on which he delivered 
them a talk to the following purport ; 'That he was their 
father, and as such he would advise them as his own children; 
that the Colonists, who were to meet them at Pittsl»urgh, were 
a bad people; that by the indulgence of their Protector, they 
had grown a numerous and saucy people; that the Great King, 
not thinking they would have the assurance to oppose his just 
laws, had kept but a few troops in America for some years 
past ; that those men, being ignorant of their incapacity to go 
through with what they intend, propose to cut off the regulars 
in this country, and then you Indians, and have all America 
to themselves ; and all they want is, under the shew of friend- 
ship to get you into their hands as hostages, and there hold 
you, till your nations shall comply with their terms, which if 
they refuse, you will all be massacred. Therefore, do not go 
by any means; but if yuu will join me, and keep them at bay 
a little, while the King, our father will send large fleets and 
armies to our assistance, and we will soon subdue them, and 
have their plantations to ourselves.' 

This talk so dismayed the Indians, that they came to me, 
and said they would not go to the treaty, at the same time 
telhng me what the Governor of Detroit had said to them. 
On this Mr. James Heron and myself, having the cause of 
our country at heart, asserted that what the Governor had 
said wag false, and told them that the Colonists would not 
hurt a hair of their heads ; and it they would go to the treaty, 
that I, with Mr. Heron, would be security, and pledge our 
property to the amount of 4000 1, for their safe return. 
This, with the arrival of Mr, Richard Butler with fresh in- 
vitations, induced some of them to go with me to the treaty." — 
Almon's Remembrancer, viii, p. 73.— Ed. 
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I then sent Messages by the Tawaas to the Tawix- 
tawees. Picks and other Nations inhabiting the Mi- 
mamis and Wabash Rivers with Invitations to meet 
at the Treaty** 

39*" July set off from the Wyandots Town for 
Plug^s Town travelled very fast and Constant 
Eight hours most of the Way thro' extensive Plains 
and Meadows Course South East 

30*" Started before sun rise travelled down the 
Scioto River till twelve O'Clock when we Arrived at 
the Town found Pluggy" was from homt and all the 
Indians drunk and very troublescmie left a String of 
Wampum and Speech for Pluggy purchased some 
dried Meat from an Indian and then set off for the 
big salt Licks'* where I Arrived at Dark found five 
Seneca Hunters incamped and an old Squaw in a 
Cabbin where we took up our Lodging 

girt July left the Salt Licks at 7 O'Clock in the 
Morning in Company with a Seneca Man and Wo- 
man who were going to the Shawanese Towns tra- 
velled Eight and a half Hours very Ccmstant when 

'* Twigtwee (Tawintawee) was the Ejiglish term for the 
Miami Indians, a large tribe of Algonquian stock, who for the 
most part were living along the Wabash and Maumee rivers. 
They had chiefly been in the French interest before 1763, but 
then became English partisans, hostile to the American 
colonists. For the Picts see ante, note 30, — Ed. 

•■ Pluggy was a Mohawk, who with a band of unorganized, 
undisciplined followers had migrated westward about 1772 
and settled upon the present site of Delaware, Ohio. He was 
in the French and Indian War, and counselled with Dunmore 
at Fort Pitt, September, i774- In a raid into Kentucky in 
December, 1776, Pluggy was killed during an attack on McClel- 
land 's Station. — Ed. 

•• This was the town raided by Crawford in October, 1774- 
See Dunmore's War, p. 304, note 17.— Ed, 
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we Arrived at the Shawanese Towns*' where I spoke 
to Kishanosity or the Hardman desired him to call 
the Cheifs of the different Towns together as soon as 
Possible that I had something to say to them from the 
Great Council of Virginia the Hardman** then in- 
formed me that Chenusaw had returned home the 
night before and that he had brought the most alarm- 
ing Accounts from Virginia (viz') that the People 
of Virginia were all determined upon War with the 
Indians except the Governor who was for peace but 
was obliged to fly on board of a ship to save his own 
life that the hostages found they were to be made 
Slaves of and sent to some other Country that the 
White People were all preparing for War and that 
they shewed him many Indian scalps among which 
Cuttemwha knew his Brothers that the Hostages de- 
termined if Possible to make their Escape and Accord- 
ingly sett off in the Night all of them ti^ether that 
the next day he being behind the other two at some 
distance was seized by three Men that he heard them 
determine to kill him on which one of them proceeded 
to Load his Gun while the other two held him by the 
Arms that before the Man loaded the Gun he found 
Means to disengage himself and made his Escape 
leaving his Gun and every thing also that he soon 
after heard Several Guns and was possitive that Cut- 
temwha and Neawau were both killed as he had been 

•'The principal Shawnee towns were located in the Scioto 
Valley, between the present ChilHeothe and Circleville. See 
Ibid,, pp. ago, 292, 301, notes 5, 7, 14.— ^E». 

•• See description of a visit to Hardman in 1773 by Rev. 
David Jones, Journal of Two Visits to west side of Ohio 
(N. Y., 1866 reprint), p. 52.— Ed. 
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Sixty days travelling and had beard nothing of them 
I told Kishanosity that most of what Chenusaw had 
infonned bim was false and that I would be glad he 
would send for him which he did as soon as he 
came I explained the whole Matter to him and a 
Number of other Indians and Informed them that 
Cuttemwha and Neawau were both well and c«i the 
Road and that they were bringing his Cloaths and 
every thing which he had left behind bim and that it 
was very unlucky for him he did not turn back as the 
others had done to have got a horse and Saddle to 
ride hc«ne as they had several of the Indians were 
employed in Conjuring the whole night during which 
they kept up a Constant howling like Wolves till day 
light 

1" August Kishanosity sent me word he had sent 
for the Cheifs of the other Towns and that they 
would meet me in the Council house to Morrow Morn- 
ing Employed ourselves the remaining part of the 
day in enquiries of the Squaws concerning the Speeches 
and belts sent to the Shawanese by the French at 
Fort D'Troit who all gave the same Accounts we had 
before heard with this addition that the Picts and 
Tawixtawees had Accepted the Belts but that the 
Shawanese had dug a hole in the Ground and buried 
them never to rise again 

2^ August at 10 o'clock a runner came and In- 
formed me the Cheifs were Assembled in the Council 
House ready to receive me upon w^iich I went and 
was received in the most freindly manner when I de- 
livered the following speech to Kishanosity in the 
Presence of the Shade and Snake the Milkman 
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Shawanese Ben and many other Cheifs and War- 
riors Brothers the Shawaneses your Elder Brothers 
of Virginia in their great Council have appointed me 
with five others to meet all the Cheifs of the diflferent 
Nations of Indians on the Ohio and Lakes in forty 
one days frcrni this time at Fort Pitt in Order to 
Brighten the Chain of Freindship between them and 
the People of Virginia and have ordered me to come 
to this Place to assure you that their Hearts are good 
towards you and that they will be glad to meet the 
Cheifs of your Nation fully to Confirm the Peace 
agreed upon last fall between Lord Dunmore and the 
Shawanese and Expect you will be fully prepared to 
Comply with your part of the Conditions at that 
time I am very Glad to see your Brother Chenusaw 
is returned safe he left us without any reason that 
we know of but Imagine it must be Owing to some 
Mistake or other as soon as we found he was gone 
we sent many People on Horseback with written pa- 
pers directing all our people to treat him kindly so 
that he might return to you in Safety your Brothers 
Cuttemwha and Neawau are well they are now on 
the way and you may depend will be safely brought 
to the Treaty Cuttemwha desired me to tell you to 
be Strong and to come at the time I appoint and 
to bring some of your wise Wtwnen along with you A 
String of White Wampum 

after delivering the Speech I called for Chenusaw 
but was Informed he was ashamed to Apjiear I then 
at their Desire Explained the nature of the dispute 
with Lord Dunmore and Convinced them that Chenu- 
saw had not told them the truth' and also Explained 
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to them the dispute with Great Britain in the same 
Manner which I had before done to the Wyandota 
and other Nations of Indians the Hardman then 
made the following Answer to my Speech 

Brother the Big knife 1 am very thankful as well 
as all my freinds here present for your good speech 
delivered to us at our Council fire It gives us great 
Pleasure to think that our Brothers the big knife have 
not foi^ot us and that we shall have an Opportunity 
of talking to them in Freinship at the time you now 
Mention we are much Oblidged to our Brothers of 
Virginia for their Care in directing all their People 
to let our Brother Chenusaw come to us without re- 
ceiveing any hurt his coming away in the Manner 
he did proceeded from Mistake in not Understanding 
your Language we are fully Satisfied with what you 
have told us and hope you'll not think hard of us for 
his bad behaviour after which Kishanosity and other 
Cheifs enquired after News whether a great Many of 
our Young Men were not going to Boston to War 
against the English Red Coats and if we had not sev- 
eral Engagements witfi them to which I answered that 
but few Men were to go firom Virginia as there were 
a great Sufficiency of Men in New England to Man- 
age all the Regular Troops in America or which they 
were Able to send and as for the Engagements there 
had been several in all of which we had beatten them 
with great loss on th«r side and very small on Ours 
but that we were in daily Expectation of all differ- 
ences being setled between the two Countries to the 
Satisfaction of both. The Shade then Informed me 
that he had Just returned from the Miami River that 
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he met Catfish and a Number of other Delawaires on 
the Ohio with many things which they had Robbed 
the Inhabitants of on the Great Kanhawa. that he 
gave me this Information least his Brothers the Big 
knife should blame the Shawanese for it Kishanosity 
then Ccvnplained of the Encroachments of the Vir- 
ginians he said they were now settling in Great Num- 
bers in the Midst of tfieir Hunting Grounds on the 
Kentucke River and that many of our people Crossed 
the Ohio killed and drove off their Game he then 
Asked my Advice whether they should go and talk 
to the People on Kentucke about it to which I replied 
that I thought it would be very Improper least some 
of our bad people might do them an Injuiry but ad- 
vised them to let the Matter abne till the Treaty 
when I made no doubt but we should be able to make 
them sensible that we had already purchased the 
Lands on Kentucke River from the Six Nations at 
the Treaty of Fort Stanwix and as to our Hunters 
CnDssing the River and Killing the Game we should 
do every thing in our power to prevent it in future 
he then desired me to beg their brothers the big knife 
not to listen to any bad stories which they mig^t hear 
as he had great reason to Beleive that David Dun- 
can •" would make many false reports that he had 
been talking a Great deal to the foolish Women and 

'■David Duncan was an important Pennsylvania trader in 
the Indian country in the early Revolution. His home was at 
Shippensburgh, and at the outbreak of Dunmore's War he was 
rescued by White Eyes from danger of death. In the later 
years of the Revolution he made his home in Westmoreland 
County, ajid acted as contractor for military supplies at Fort 
Pitt— Ed. 
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paid no regard to what the Men said to him I then 
told him that I had been Informed that the Command- 
ing CMficer at Fort De Troit and Monseiur Baubee 
had sent a Belt and String of Black Wampum to their 
Nation with a Speech that the people of Vii^inia 
Intended to drive them off and to take their Lands 
recommending them and the other Nations to Jcrin 
together in Order to Oppose them and at the same 
time advised them not to Listen to any thing whidi 
might be said to them by the Virginians that they 
were a people not to be depended upon all of which 
the Shawanese Acknowledged they said that what- 
ever they had heard or received from them they had 
Dug a hole in the Ground and Buried them never to 
rise again I was then Informed by a Mcrfiicon In- 
dian*" who spoke good English that he had Just Re- 
turned from Kacayuga where he saw a Greater Num- 
ber of Indians than he had ever seen before and that 

•* The Mahican (Moh^^n) Indians, a large branch of the 
Algonquian stock, were encountered by the whites in Con- 
necticut and on the Hudson River. The western division 
were frequently in alliance with the Iroquois, and after selling; 
their lands to the Dutch (about 1680), roamed throi^li- 
out the Western country. The French called them Loups 
(Wolves), from one of their clan totems, and they had a vil- 
lage on the Detroit River before the building of the French 
fort at that place (1701)- Gradually they drew toward the 
Delawares, with whom they were cognate, and about 1746 a 
considerable band of Mahican settled in Wyoming Valley, 
Pennsylvania. Thence they removed with the Delawares to 
the Ohio region, and settled near them, although in separate 
nllages. After the Revolution, this western branch became 
amalgamated with the Delawares. The eastern branch re- 
mained in Connecticut until after the Revolution, some of 
them serving in the Continental armies. The Christianized 
portion of the tribe, under Samson Occam, became part of the 
Brothertown Indians, who removed first to New York and 
finally to Wisconsin. — Ed. 
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we might Expect Warmer Work this fall thaa had 
ever happened before I was likewise Informed by 
James Bavard a Trader in the Shawanese Towns that 
the Indians were Constantly Counseling and that the 
Women all seemed very uneasy in Expectations that 
there would be War I then set off from the Sha- 
wanese Towns on my return Called at the Kiocopo"' 
Town and then proceeded twenty Miles and Encamped 

3"* August sett off before sun rise rode hard and 
Ctmstant til Seven O Clock in the Evening met a 
Shawanese Man who Informed me that one of their 
Nation was lately Killed on Kentucke River and that 
the white People said it was done by the Southern 
Indians Travelled about Forty Miles and Encamped 
rains hard all Night 

4*" August rains hard set off early Travelled 
about thirty Eight Miles stopped at a Delaware Wo- 
mans Cabbin where I staid all night nothing to eat 
the two days past but Blackberry's 

5* August set off in a hard rain very Early Tra- 
velled four Hours when I airived at Captain White 
Eyes's Purchased some Meat from an Indian srt 
off for New Comers Town at which I staid two 
Hours proceeded to the Lower Moravian Town" 

" Kiscapoo (Kiskapookee) was the setdement of the Shaw- 
nee clan by that name. At this time it was located about a 
mile west of the Scioto, in the upper part of the present Picka- 
way County, Ohio {see accompanying Cr^vecceur map). In 
1773 Richard Butler had a tradii^ house at this town, and 
somewhat earlier there was bom here the famous Shawnee 
chief Tecumseh. This dan of Shawnee were especially hos- 
tile to American colonists. — En. 

•"This was Gnadenhutten, for which see ante, p. AS, note 
71.— Eb. 
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where we Aniired at Dark taken to the Cabbin of 
an Indian and Hospitably Entertained 

6^ August (Sunday) went to Church with the 
Indians at which were present about One hundred 
and fifty of them, who all Behaved with the Greatest 
Decency and Decorum the Minister who resides at 
this Town is a German of the Moravian Sect has 
Lived with them several Years has Acquired thdr 
Lang;uage and taught most of them the English and 
German he prayed in the Delaware Language 
Preached in the English and sung Psalms in the Ger- 
man in which the Indians Joined and Performed 
that part of Divine Service in a Manner really Ini- 
mitable the Church is a Decent Square l^og Building 
with Plank floars and Benches Ornamented with 
Several Pieces of German Scripture Paintings has a 
Small Cupola with a Bell and a very Indifferent Spin- 
net** on which an Indian played the remaining part 
of the day emplc^^ in Hunting for our Horses Un- 
successfully 

S*"" August at two O'Oock in the afternoon found 
our Horses and Immediately set off Travelled about 
Twenty Miles and Encamped 

9*" August set off early in the Morning travelled 
about forty five Miles and encan^)ed at dark 

10"" August my Horse failed came to an Indian 
Hunting Camp where I hired an Horse of an Indian 
Wtmian and left mine in her Care to be brought to 
Fort Pitt in Ten Days Travelled about forty five 

Lsica! instrument of this sort ever 
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Miles when I arrived at Mr John Gibsons*' where I 
staid all Night 

11*'' August sett off after Breakfast and Arrived 
Fort Pitt about 3 oClock in the afternoon where I 
found several Senecas who had Just come from a 
Treaty which had been held at Niagara by Guy Jdins- 
ton*" I Interrogated them but found that they had 
got their Lesson not to make any Discovery's they 
said that the Indian Agent told them to lie still and 
not to Concern with the Dispute between the People 
of Great Britian and America" 

IS*'' August I sett off from Fort Pitt for Win- 



■* Gibson's trading house was situated at Logstown; see 
ante, p. 26, note 52.— Ed. 

" Guy Johnson was nephew and son-in-law of Sir William 
Johnson, whom he succeeded in the Indian superintendency 
on the tatter's death in 1774. Born in Irdand in 1740, he 
came early to America, led provincial troops in the French 
and Indian War, and possessed a fine estate known as Guy 
Park, in New York state. A professed I-oyalist, he fled to 
Canada at the beginning of the Revolution, where he assisted 
with his Indian allies in the defense of that province. During 
the winter of i?7S-76 he visited England, coming again to 
New York in August, 1776. He was later in Canada, retain- 
ing his Indian superintend ency until 1783. He died in Lon- 
don, 1788. Johnson was not present at a treaty at Niagara 
in the summer of 1775. Wood was misinformed in regard to 
his presence at this place. For a full account of Johnson's 
movements during the summer of 177S, see hia letter to Dart- 
mouth in N. Y. Colon. Docs., viii, pp. 635-637. See also the 
letter of Col. Adam Stephen in Amer. Archives, 4th series, 
iii, pp. 777, 778, wherein he says that the tribes living on the 
Allegheny had been to a treaty at Niagara, and others to 
Caughnawaga, near Montreal, to meet Guy Johnson. — Eo. 

••At the Oswego conference in May, 1775, Guy Johnson 
urged neutrality upon the western portions of the Iroquois 
tribesmen; but in July, he received orders from Dartmouth 
to induce the Six Nations to take up the hatchet gainst the 
rebellious colonists. — iV. Y. Colon. Docs., viii, p. S96- — ^Ed- 
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Chester where I Arrived in five days the Committee 
recommended that I would send off an Express to 
the Convention at Richmond who were still sitting 
which I did the next Morning with the following Let- 
ter Directed to the Honble Peyton Randolph Es- 
quire,** 

Sir — I am just now returned from my Expedition 
to the Indian Towns and have Inclosed you Extracts 
from my Journal which Contains every Material Oc- 
curance that happened Dureing my torn* through the 
Nations of Shawanese Delawares Senicas and Wian- 
dots the Cheifs of which have Engaged to Attend 
the Treaty at Fort Pitt the lO**" of th« next McMitit 
from every discovery I was able to make the Indians 
are forming a General Confederacy against the Colony 
having been led to beleive that we are a people Quite 
different and distinct from the other Colonies I In- 
tend myself the Honor of Waiting on the Omvention 
if they should not rise before the 25* in Order to 
give them every Information in my power I wou'd 
beg leave to make an Observation that there is no 
Garrison at Fort Pitt that the Inhabitants in the 
Neighbourhood of it are in the most defenceless situa- 
tion and that there will be in my Opinion at least five 

•^Peyton Randolph (1721-75) was president of the Virginia 
convention, as well as president of the first Continental Con- 
gress. He died while in attendance on the second Congress 
in October, T775. A life-long patriot, he had while King's at- 
torney for the colony of Virginia resisted what was considered 
the usurpation of Governor Dinwiddie. He was prominent 
jn opposition to the Stamp Act, and chairman of the first com- 
mittee of correspondence. His death was a loss to the Ameri- 
can cause.— Ed. 
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hundred Indians at the Trea^»* I have the Honor 
to be &c 
September aoth i?7S !»■ 



The following is the Information given by the Doc- 
tor a Mohawk who was sent to Invite the Six Nation 
People on the Ohio to a Treaty at Pittsburgh <mi the 
part of Virginia from the Upper Town Six Cheifs 
will Attend but he is not Certain what Number will 
be down from thence in the whole but they may be 
Expected in two or three days that they designed 
to meet at the White Mingos house and would come 
down from thence in a body Simon Girty who in- 
terprets for the Doctor and who deliveired the invita- 
tion speech to him desired him to endeavour to dis- 
cover the Intentions of the Indians he was sent to 
whether the French were tampering with them and 
what proposals were made by them which he Under- 
took to do on a promise of Secresy and reports that 
the Commanding Officer at Niagara" and Guy John- 
son had invited them the Senecas to a Treaty at Ni- 
agara where he put them in mind of thdr Antient 



•' The Virginia convention recognized the services of James 
Wood by passing a resolution (Jan. 6, 1776) to the effect that 
having been two months on the mission entrusted to him by 
the house of burgesses, and having had his life endangered, 
by the exercise of all his abilities he had engaged the chiefs 
to attend the treaty; and because of the difficulties and dan- 
gers he had undergone, was accordingly voted an honoraritim 
of £2^o.^Amer. Archives, 4th series, iv, pp. no, iii.^El). 

■•The commandant at Niagara was Col. John Caldwell, 
who came to America in 1755 with the 7th Infantry. He was 
Stationed at Fort Ni^ara from 1774 to November, 1776 when 
he retired from the army. His name among the Intfians was 
Oguhaenj es. — Ed. 
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Freindship with their Father the French telling them 
that their Hands were then each made of Silver and 
would never be injured by Rust he tcAd them they 
would pri^bly soon be called to a Treaty at Fort 
Pitt but that they ought not to go to it nor regard 
anything the Bigknife might say to them for tho he 
had a very smooth Oily Tongue his Heart was not 
good that he would soon want to Cross the Great 
River which is their Line perhaps at Kanhawa or at 
Pittsburgh on pretence of keeping a Store at De Troit 
or Cayahoga^ or some other place and would tell 
them they would then get Goods very Cheap but they 
should not beleive him he only wanted to deceive than 
and take their Lands from them which they knew was 
now cmly a small strip that they should on no Ac- 
count allow him to Cross the Big River for if they 
did they would surely be undone they put them in 
Mind of the Treaty they had lately been at at Fort 
Pitt* where the Wg knife gave them very good 
Words but they were from the Lips only and not 
frcrni the Heart, which they might be Sensible of, 
for when they were going away he gave them little 
or no Goods, and when they Asked for Powder to 
hunt with Ml their way home, they got only one DouMe 
Handful, and the reason he would give them no more 
was, that he wanted it himself to use it against them, 
that they are now fighting with the Great King over 

' Cuyahoga River, whose mouth is the site of Ocveland, 
was a well-known rendezvous of the Ottawa, who had a vil- 
lage upon its banks. It was also a considerable trading sta- 
tion, frequented by many tribesmen. — Ed. 

"Referring to ConnoDy's treaty in Jtme; for which sec 
ante, p. 19. — Ed. 
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the Water, from whom they get all their Powder, 
that they have not more than will serve him for Three 
Years, and then they must submit as Neither Pow- 
der or Cloaths can be made in this Country, but that 
they have Plenty of both and if they would keep hold 
of the Chain of Freindship which their Father put 
into their hands, they would not want they then 
gave them a Keg of Powder & Lead in Proportion, 
and some Goods, they were desired if the Bigknife 
People should Cross the Great River to send oS 
their head Men to them and tell them to go back to 
their Country, they should tell them so three times 
and if they would not St(^ nor go back they then 
should send to him (the Command* crfficer at Nia- 
gara) and he would speak to them and if they would 
not pay any regard to what he said he would gather 
all his People and fight them they must not be Al- 
lowed to Spoil this great Island which the good Spirit 
had allowed for them it might happen that he 
might be thrown down in the Struggle but if he fell 
they must fall with him for the Big knife had been 
pushing them back for a long time and would not 
rest till he had got all this Country but now he and 
they were so linked together they would be never 
Separated but must stand or fall together that their 
father had long ago sent his Heart to them in a Belt 
but they did not mind it but rose up with the English 
and threw him down and thought they had killed him 
but he was only knocked down and not killed and kept 
his Eyes Open all the time determined to rise again 
whenever his Children should be imposed upon that 
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they were now imposed upon by the English for which 
Reason he had got on his feet again and would bring 
his Ships and fight them on the Sea Co[a]st and they 
■ought to send out their People and kill them where 
ever th^ could find them and between them they 
would soon root them out and get Satisfaction for all 
their Injuries 



September Mth James Rogers an Adopted Shaw- 
anese informs the Commissioners that last summer 
several Messages were received by the Shawanese 
from the Chipeways Tawaas Wyandots and the French 
and English at De Troit the design of them was to 
know if the Shawanese and Virginians had made a 
firm peace to diswade them from it and threatning to 
strike 'them if they did as they intended to strike the 
Virginians that a Message had been sent from the 
Towns after the G)mstalk when on his way to this 
place desiring him and the Young Men to return for 
they would be cutt off at the Fort the Cornstalk 
would not go back but advised the Young Men to it 
they would not return without him and are all coming 
on that he is not Acquainted with the disposition of 
the six Nations but he has heard they have scolded the 
Chipeways and Tawaas that we may Judge of the 
Shawanese by this Circumstance if they are Anxious 
to hurry the Business over and get soon away their 
designs are not good his information about the Six 
Nations he got from some Shawanese who had been 
in their Country and lately returned the purport of 
the speech sent by them to tiie Chipaways and Tawaas 
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was that they had tied up their hands and likewise 
their own from doing any Mischeif to the White People 
and notwithstanding three of their Towns meant to 
break loose and reproved them for it severely that 
the Report of their design made the Shawanese very 
uneasy as they meant to Maintain a firm peace with 
their Bretheren which may be interrupted by it that 
he had a good Opportunity of knowing the Sentiments 
of the Shawanese and is sure they do not intend Mis- 
cheif but they may be persuaded to it by other Na- 
tions or driven into it by fear but he thinks unless 
the Shawanese join with them the Chipeways and 
Tawaas will not commence hostilities that the Indians 
have a su5picic»i that we have a Number of Armed 
Men Collected at no great distance from this place 
with a design to fall upon them when they come to 
the Treaty which gives them much Uneasiness that 
we may judge of the Sincerity of the Cornstalk from 
his discovering the Sentiments and designs of the 
other Nations which if he does not do but only says in 
General terms that all is Peace we may reaswiably 
suspect him. 

Mr John Gibson Informed the Commissioners that 
he had Just received a Letter from Major John Con- 
nolly directed to him with a Speech from Lord Dun- 
more to White Eyes a Delaware Cheif requesting him 
that he would Communicate the same to White Eyes 
ihat he thought it a duty vrfiich he Owed his Country 
to lay them before the Ccmmissioners and tiiat they 
were at Liberty to make what use they pleased of tiie 
Letter and Speech which are as followeth 
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PcutTsuouTH Aug 9th 1775 
Dr Sir — I have safely Arrived here and am hai^y 
to the Greatest Degree having so fortunately Escaped 
the Narrow Inspectioa of my Enemies the Enemies to 
their Coimtry to good Order and Government I 
shou'd Esteem myself defective in Point of Freind- 
ship towards you shou'd I Neglect to caution you to 
Avoid an Over Zealous Exertion of what is now so 
rediculously called Patriotic Spirit but on the Con- 
trary to deport yourself with that Moderation for which 
you have been always remarkable and which must in 
this Instance tend to your Honor and advantage you 
may be assured from me Sir that the Greatest Un- 
animity now Prevails at hcHne and that the Innovat- 
ing Spirit Amongst us here is looked upon as Ungener- 
ous and Undutifull and that the Utmost Exertion of 
the Powers of Government (if Necessary) will be 
Used to Convince the Infatuated People of their folly 
I cou'd I assure you (Sir) give you such convincing 
proofs of what I assert and from which every Reason- 
able person may ccmclude the Effects that nothing 
but Madness cou'd Operate upon a Man so far as to 
overlook his duty to the present Constituticm and to 
form unwarrantable Associations -with Enthusiasts 
whose ill timed folly must draw down upon them in- 
evitable distraction His Lordship desires you to pre- 
sent his hand to Captain White Eyes and to assure 
him that he is sorry that he had not the Pleasure of 
seeing him at the Treaty or that the Situation of Af- 
fairs prevented him from cwning down Beleive me 
D' Sir that I have no motive in writing my Senti- 
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ments thus to you farther than b> endeavour to Stear 
you Clear of the Misfortunes which I am Confidant 
must Involve but Unhappily too Many I have sent 
you an Address from the People of Great Britain to 
the People of America and desire you to Consider it 
Attentively which will I flatter myself Convince you 
of the Idleness of Many Declamations and of the ah- 
surdity of an Intended Slavery 

Give my love to George and tell him that he shall 
hear frcan me and I hope to his Advantage Inter- 
pret the Inclosed Speech to captain White Eyes from 
his Lordship be Prevailed upon to shun the Popular 
Error and Judge for yourself Act as a good Subject 
and Expect the rewards due to your Services I am 
&c 

(Signed) John Connolly 

Brother Captain White Eyes — I am glad to hear 
your good speeches sent me by Major Connolly and 
you may be assured that I shall put the one end of 
the Belt which 3'ou have sent me into the hands of 
our Great King who will be glad to hear from his 
Brothers the Delawares and will take strong hold of 
it you may rest satisfied that our foolish young Men 
shall never be permited to have your Lands but on 
the Ccmtrary the Great King will Protect you and 
Preserve you in the Possession of them Our Young 
People in this Country have been very foolish and 
done many Imprudent things for which they must soon 
be sorry and of which I make no doubt they have Ac- 
quainted you but I must desire you not to Listen to 
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them as they wou'd be willing that you shou'd Act 
Equally foolish with themselves but rather Let what 
you hear pass in at one Ear and out of the other so 
that it may make no Impression on your Heart until 
you hear from me fully which shall be soon as I can 
give farther Information 

Captain White Eyes will please to Acquaint the 
Cornstalk with these my Sentiments also as well as 
the Cheifs of the Mingoes and the other six Nations 
your Sincere freind and Elder Brother 
(Signed) DuNMORE 



September ZG*^ The Shawanese being Arrived thv. 
Commissioners received them with Drum and Colours 
and a Salute of small Airms from the Garrison and 
having Conducted them to a Council House Erected 
for the Occasion after a Short Pause the Cornstalk 
spoke as follows 

Brothers of Virginia Listen to what I am going to 
say Captain McKee* was many Years ago Placed by 



•Alexander MeKee was a native of Pennsylvania, who 

early began trading with the Indians on the Ohio, and by 1772 
was appointed deputy-agent under Sir William Johnson. In 
i?7i he was justice of the peace for Bedford, later for West- 
moreland County. At the beginning of the Revolution he in- 
clined to the Royalist side, and was privately given a commis- 
sion by Dunmore as lieutenant- colonel of a battalion to be 
raised near Fort Pitt. This enlistment was never accom- 
plished, and he contrived to quiet the suspicions of the patriot 
party so that under parole he was allowed his liberty. In 
August, 1777, he was confined at Pittsburgh for a brief time, 
and an effort was made to remove him to an Eastern post 
This he adroitly evaded, and March 28, 1778, left for Detroil 
accompanied by Matthew Elliot and Simon Girty. The Ei^- 
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our Wise Pet^le at this Council fire to have the Care 
of it and all our Young people look on, him in that 
light we desire he will still have an Ear to our Mu- 
tual Interest as we think he ought to have as great a 
regard for ours as yours and hope he will have aji 
Ear Open to Each of us A String of Wampum 

The Cornstalk after Observing that the Gentlemen 
from Congress were not present said It Appears to 
me that you are not all as one person as I Expected 
to find you 

Col" Lewis then Spoke as foUpws Brothers agree- 
able to Appointment we came here Sixteen days ago 
we have been Impatiently Expectmg you and are 
rejcMced you are now cOme we have rekindled a 
Council fire at this place we now take you by the 
hand and heartily welcome you to it we hope our 
Meetings in future will be so Frequent that this Coun- 
cil fire will not be Suffered to go out as we have 
been so long detained here and have much also to do 
we hope you will as soon as you are rested from the 
Fatigues of your Journey Proceed to Business and 
in the Mean time furnish us with all the Intelligence 
you can respecting the Approach of the Other Tribes 



lish authorities made him captain in the Indiaji department, 
and after 1778, deputy agent. He had large pay and consid- 
erable honor and authority, and led several expeditions 
against the American frontier. After the Revolution he be- 
came a colonel, and was accused of continuing to incite the 
tribesmen against the borderers. Certain it is, that he en- 
couraged the forces against Wayne, and that the battle of 
Fallen Timbers (1794) was fought within sight of his house 
and store on the Maumee. After the evacuation of Detroit 
by the British (1796), McKee removed to Maiden, Ont., 
where he died Jan. 14, 1799, of lockjaw. — Ed. 
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firom your Quarter We have the same respect for 
Captain McKee you have he has still the Care of this 
Council fire as will be hereafter Explained to you you 
will find we are more United and one People than 
ever A String 

The Cornstalk then Infonned the Commissioners 
that he thought the Delawares and Wiandots might be 
Expected to morrow Nimwha a Chief of the Shaw- 
anese then Addressed the Test of that Nation who 
were Present he told them they had now the Satis- 
faction of shaking hands with some of the Wise People 
of Virginia for which they ought to be very thank- 
ful 



At a Meeting of all the Commissioners for Indian 
Affairs as well as those from Congress as those from 
Virginia September 30th Resolved that all the 
Commissioners for Indian Affairs do meet all the In- 
dians of the Different Tribes in the Council House so 
soon as all the Nations Expected Arrive that a 
proper Speech be prepared to be delivered to them by 
Lewis Morris Esq' which Speech is to Contain the 
Usual Ceremonies Observed at Treatys with Indians 
and then to refer them to the Commissioners of Vir- 
ginia to settle the Particular Business of their Depart- 
ment and that as soon as the same should be finished 
the Commissioners from the Continental Congress will 
Speak to them in the Name of the thirteen United Col- 
onies who they represent 

The Mingoes marched to the Council House with 
their Flag they Saluted a little before they Entered 
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by tiring their Gwis which was returned by the Gar- 
rison when they were seated in the Council House 
The White Mingo spoke as follows Brothers There 
was a Small Council fire kindled here not long since 
by scrnie of Virginia who are now here you sent a 
Speech up and down the River Informing all the Na- 
tions you Intended to kindle a large Council fire here 
at this time when all who would come shou'd be Wel- 
come some time after we received this Message frwn 
our Brcrthers the Big knife our Brother Onas* sent 
us a speech desiring us to Make haste we have 
Brother Onas and likewise our Bcrothers of the big- 
knife fast by the Hand fifty of us are come as we 
promised and now produce the Speech which you 
then sent to us 

Col" Morris then Spoke as follows Brothers we 
are very Glad to see you when the Chiefs of the other 
Nations who we Expect Arrive we shall be glad to 
see you all at this great Council fire and will then 
Open to you the design of this Treaty in the Mean 
time you shall be Amply Provided with Provisions to 
make your slay Agreeable and we will have such of 
your Guns and Tomhawks which are out of order 
repaired A String of Wampum 

Col" Wilson* then desired the White Mingo to de- 

*Big Knife was originally the Indian appelation for the 
people of Virginia, a term later used for the Americans as a 
whole. For its origin see Thwaites, DanUl Boone (New 
York, 1902), p. Ill, note. 

Onas was the Indian term for the governor of Pennaylvania, 
and was first applied in 1682 to William Penn.— -Ed. 

■James Wilson {i?42-98), a prominent Pennsylvania states- 
man, was bom and educated in Scotland, Coming to America 
he settled in Pennsylvania (1766), where he supported the 
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liver the Invitation speech sent by him to the Muigoes 
which he did and is also as follows Brothers Listen 
to what we are now to say to you A String Broth' 
ers a very lai^ Council lire has been lately kindled 
at Philadelphia in the Country of your Brother Onas 
round this Council fire have sat Great Men sent to 
speak and Act for all the following Colonies Viz' New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania the 
Counties of New Castle, Kent and Sussex upon Dda- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Georgia these Great Men have Con- 
sulted and deliberated Concerning a Controversy that 
, has Arisen between the White People who live on this 
Island and some of the English who live on the other 
side the Great Water and they were induced by the 
Antient Harmony and Freindship subsisting between 
the white Pe(q)le and you to Infonn you of the Cause 
of this Quarrel and in what Manner they wish to be- 
have th«y will advise yon nothing but what will 
Contribute to your Peace and Advantage as well as 
thenr own they have Appdnted a Treaty to be held 
with you and have directed that you shall receive some 
presents in their name in Order to Convince you of 
their kindness for yon and to Preserve Peace and 
freindship between the white People and you we who 



patriot cauae, and was delegate to the second Continental 
Congress. By this body he was chosen commissioner to hold 
the Indian treaty at Fort Htt. In lyjp he signed the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and held many important offices, includ- 
ii^t membership in the Federal constitutional convention 
(178?), and in the Pennsylvania convention (1789-90). Ap- 
pointed by Washington (1789) to the supreme conrt of the 
United States, he held that office until his death.— En 
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are three of the Counsellors round the Great Council 
fire at Philadelphia are Authorised to hold the Treaty 
with you in the name of all the Great Council you 
may beleive our Words in the same Manner as if they 
all spoke to you 

We have Chosen Pitsburg to be the Place and the 
10'" day of next Month to be the time of holding the 
Treaty and give you this Notice expecting and Invit- 
ing the Cheif Counsellors and Warriours of your Na- 
tion at the Treaty that we may bdiold you face 
to face Let no false and Wicked Reports that may 
have been spread abroad Among you by those who are 
both Enemies to us and to you Prevent you from com- 
ing We and you Sprung from the same Ground and 
live together on the same Island we Ought to live to- 
gether and have Confidence in Each Other we will 
not Deceive you that what we have now said to you 
may be Confirmed and that you may give heed to it 
we deliver to you by the hands of your and our freind 
and Brother the White Mingo this String A String 
as the two other Commissioners are not yet Arrived I 
on their behalf as well as in my own name Subscribe 
the foregoing Message 

(Signed) James Wilson 
at Pitsliurgh the 25*11 day of August 1775 



At a Meeting of the Commissioners for Indian Af- 
fairs as well those Appointed by Congress as those 
from Virginia S* October One Thousand Seven Hun- 
dred and seventy five 

Captain White Eyes and the IMawares not beii^ 
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y«t Arrived the Commissioners Consulted the Cheifs 
of the Mii^oes Wiandots Shawanese Tawaas, King 
Custali^3 and Captain Pipe of the Delawares* 
whether they should proceed to Business or to wait 
the Arrival of White Eyes and the other Delawares 
who all gave their Opinion that a Message shou'd be 
sent to Hasten them whereupon the Commissioner dis- 
patched Thomas Nicholson' Interpreter with a Dela- 
ware Indian to meet them with the following speech 

Brothers the Delawares We have Anxiously waited 
your Arrival and hope we shall have the Pleasure to 
see you very soon as our Brethren the Six Nations 
Wiandots Ottawas and Shawanese with part of you[r] 
Nation arc now here in Cwiference with them we 
have agreed to send one of our Young Men and one 
of yours to meet you and to request that you will 
come on as fast as Possible that we may beg^n our 
Business A String 



' Custaloga was a prominent chieftain of the Wolf clan of 
the Delawares. He removed early to the Ohio, participated 
in Pontiac's conspiracy, and is 1764 treated with Bouquet. In 
1773. Sir William Johnson informed the colonial secretary 
that Custaloga with one hundred of his followers had retired 
to the Wabash River. 

Captain Pipe was a war-chief who had been hostile during 
the French wars, and was an enemy to the peace party, as; 
well as to the missionaries settled among his tribe. He dis- 
sembled during the first part of the Revolution, but by 1778 
removed his village to the Sandusky, within the sphere of 
British influence, and was zealous in compassing the death of 
Capt. William Crawford (1782). He was present at the 
treaties of Fort Mcintosh (1785) and Fort Harmar (1789), 
but apparently died before that of Greenville (i79S). — &>. 

T For a brief notice of this person see Dunmore'i War, 
p. 13, note 26. — Ed. 



D,s,i,7ert by Google 



TREATY WITH WESTERN INDIANS 8l 

At a meeting of the Commissioners on the Part of 
Virginia the ^th day of October l^U Present 
Thomas Walker James Wood Andrew Lewis John 
Walker Adam Stephen Comrs 

The Wiandots having never been condoled with 
Agreeable to their Custom since the last War for the 
loss of their freinds who fell in Battle the Commis- 
sioners sent for them into A Private room early this 
Morning and delivered to them the following speech 
of Condolence 

Brothers the Wiandots and Cheifs of the Cochana- 
Tvagas on Scioto^ you may remember when Lord 
Dunmore and your Bretheren of Virginia Assembled 
the Nations of Indians at this place last year he Ac- 
quainted them he was obliged to March a body of Men 
into the Shawanese Country as he had a dispute with 
them and desired all other Nations would keep out of 
the way but some of your young Men were so foolish 
not to Listen to your Wisemen but wou'd join the 
other foolish People and Accidentally got killed we 
now take the Tomahawk out of your hands and As- 
sure you it was not our Intention to strike your Na- 
tion and bury it deep in the Ground that no Uneasi- 
ness or remembrance of it may Enter into your Minds 
that your hearts may be at rest while you sit at our 
Grand Council fire with these few goods we Cover 

• Caughnawaga was a mission Indian village— chiefly of 
converted Mohawks — on the south side of the St Lawrence, 
just above Montreal. The Indians of this and similar mis- 
sion villages were frequently utilized by the French in war- 
parties. After the overthrow of the French power, many of 
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tiie Graves of these Unhappy youngs Men which fell in, 
Battle and desire that it may never more be remon- 
bered A String to Each Nation 

The following Goods were given as a present of 
Coodolence (Viz') two Bundles Each Containiag as 
follows one for the Wiandots and the others for the 
Cochanawagas 4 Black Strouds 4 Rufiled ^irts 4 
pur of Le^^ins 4 Matchcoats 1 Blanket one half 
to be tied up and directed to Cochanawaga the other 
to be delivered to the Wiandot Cheif 



At a Meeting of aJl the Commissioners for Indian 
Aflfairs October 7th 1775 Present Lewis Morris 
James Wilson Thomas Walker James Wood Andrew 
Lewis John Walker Adam Stephen Ctwn" 

Captain White Eyes and the Delawares being Ar- 
rived and the Cheifs of the \^andots Six Nations 
Delawares Shawanese and Tawaas being AssemUed 
in the Council House Col° Morris delivered the fol- 
lowing speech to them To the Six Nations Wiandoti 
Delawares Shawanese and Ott(gwas Cheif Warriors 
and Brothers It gives us Joy to see you now meet 
tt^ether at the Invitation of all your English Bretheren 
who live on this Continent and who have AppfMnted 
a Great Council to be held in the great City of your 
Brother Onas that being the most Ccmvenient [4ace 
in the United Colonies It is from that Council we 
are sent to renew and more perfectly Establish the 
Antient Freindship that has Subsisted between you 
and us we therefore Bretheren trid you Wrfcome to 
this Council fire and with these strings we wipe the 
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Dust and Sweat Occasioned by the Fatigues of youf 
Jowney we likewise wipe off from yonr Memories 
and Clear your Ears from any Wicked reports which 
may have Tended to Interrupt you and our peace and 
the peace of our Wives and Childeren that you may 
Plainly hear and Understand what we say to you A 
String to Each Nation 

Brelheren with these strings we dry up your Tears 
for the Loss of your Freinds who have died since 
your last assembly at this Place we remove all Greif 
from your hearts on this Account that your minds 
may be at ease whilst we deliver our Embassy to you 
from our great United Council of Wise men now As- 
sembled at Philadelphia which we hope you will hear 
with as much pleasure as we shall deliver it and we 
Collect the Bones of your Deceased freinds and Bury 
them deep in the Earth and Transplant the Tree of 
Peace over them that our Freindship may not be In- 
terrupted nor our Minds disturbed at the Sight of 
them A Large String to Each Nation with these 
strings we Clear our Council House and desire no 
discontent may be allowed to Enter therein but that 
we may Consult tt^ether with Honest Hearts for 
your and our Mutual Peace and Happiness A Siring 
to Each Nation 

Bretheren as our peofde of Virginia first proposed 
Meeting you here and Called you together on Busi- 
ness which relates more Particularly to them though 
we are all Interested in it as we are one people and 
one flesh and Blood we shall say no more to you at 
this time untill you finish that Particular Business 
With Aem which we hope the good Spirit will put it 
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into their and your iiearts to do in the Most Freindly 
Manner as Bretheren who wish to live in Love and 
Peace ought to do It is however Necessary to In- 
form you that what we may now say is from all the 
Wisemen of all our United Colonies who are as one 
Man and that Virginia is one of them and as the 
right Arm so that you must not beleive those who tell 
you that the Virginians are a Distinct People The 
Country of your Brother Onas is also one of the 
thirteen United Colonies and it is in his great Town 
where the Wisemen from Virginia and all the otiier 
Provinces now sat in our Grand Council therefore 
Bretheren we desire you to pay Attentiwi to what we 
have said the day after tomorrow we will be ready 
to hear your Answer and then our Bretheren from Vir- 
ginia will Open to you their Particular Business 
when you and they have finished we who represent 
not only the Colony of Virginia and Pennsylvania but 
all the other Colonies as already Mentioned and are 
sent from their Grand Council now siting will speak 
to you again and we hope that not only you and we 
but your and our Childeren and their Childerens 
Children will hear of and remember this our Meet- 
ing with Pleasure and that they will Distinguish it 
by the Name of the Blessed Council of Peace A 
Belt to Each Nation 

Captain White Eyes addressed himself to the In- 
dians in the following Words Brothers you have 
now heard what your Brothers the White People have 
said to you It Ought to give you great Pleasure and 
I beg you will be Strong and meet them at the time 
they direct he then delivered the following Speech 
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to the Commissioners My Dear Brothers On Moo- 
day Morning we will meet you again with our Ans- 
wer we will then let you know who are the People 
Pitched upon to Negotiate with you we b^ you will 
be strong and be Punctual to your Appointment we 
wish some Method cou'd be taken to prevent mm be- 
ing given to our Pec^le that has been the sole Cause 
of this Meeting not being fuller Unless this is Al- 
tered it will Greatly impede our Business 



At a Meeting of all the Commissioners for Indian 
Affairs g*" October 1775 The Cheifs of the Differ- 
ent Tribes of Indians having Assembled agreeable to 
the Appointment of Saturday Captain White Eyes 
spoke to the Indians as follows Uncles the Six Na- 
tions and Wiandots our Grand Children the Otto'u/as 
and Shawanese The time we purposed to speak to 
our Brothers the White pet^le is Elapsed it is Ow- 
ing to a Misunderstanding which happened this Morn- 
ing among ourselves our Uncles the Six Nations 
propose Speaking in the Morning I shall now speak 
on Behalf of the Wiandots the Shawanese the Tawaas 
and my own Nation he then Addressed the Commis- 
sioners in the following words Brothers we are 
much obliged to you that as soon as we Appeared you 
wiped the Sweat from us so that we were Quite re- 
freshed you wiped the Tears from our Eyes and re- 
moved all bad Impressions from our hearts so that 
we are Quite at Ease you have also told us that you 
have gathered all the Bones of our Deceased relations 
and Buried them deep in the Ground and planted a 
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tree upon them that our Children or foolish young 
Pec^le may never see them to their Disquiet In the 
name of our Uncles the Wiandots our Grand Children 
the Shawanese and Tawaas and our own Nation I 
Acquaint you we are much rejoiced and return you 
our Sincere thanks A String 

Brothers Listen to me I now Inform you that we 
are Extreemely rejoiced at what we heard the day 
before Yesterday frcnn you and that all the White 
People Account themselves as one Body and that Vir- 
ginia is not alone for the future when we look on 
you we shall Esteem you all one People our reason 
Brothers why we say we were very much rejoiced to 
hear you are United is when our Brothers the White 
People first came upon this Island I thought they and 
us shou'd be the only people who shou'd live on it 
we made roMn for you to set down by Us Accordingly 

Brothers I have now Acquainted you what we 
thought when you first Arrived on this Land I now 
think our Treatment to you then is the Cause of the 
King over the Big Water Striking you at this time I 
therefore desire you not to think much of it but think 
good untill we hear from him I now also Acquaint 
you that my Uncles the Wiandots have bound them- 
selves the Shawanese Tawaas and Delawares together 
and have made us as one People and have also given 
me that Tract of Country Beginning at the Mouth of 
Big Beaver Creek and running up the same to where 
it interlocks with the Branches of Cuyahoga Creek 
and down the said Greek to the Mouth thereof where 
it empties into the Lake along the Side of the Lake 
to the Mouth of Sanduskey Creek and up the same 
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to the head untill it interlocks with Muskingum down 
the same to the Mouth where it Empties into the Ohio 
and up the said River to the Place of Beginning* 
I also now Acquaint my Uncles the Six Nations 
that my Uncles the Wiandots have given me that 
Tract of Country as we have now Acquainted you 
what Lands belongs to us I desire you will not Per- 
mit any of your foolish People to sit down upon it 
that I cannot suffer it least other Naticms shou'd be 
Uneasy.'" A Belt of Wampum 

Brother I am Extreemly rejoiced to hear what 
you said to me the day before Yesterday and also to 
hear you call upon God to witness and Assist us 
in future meetings to talk of the Freindshlp which 
is between us and the reason of my being rejoiced is 
that we are poor and Ignorant and know but little 
of Gods Wisdom but you have him in your heart 
and - are more capable of Judging than we can be 
and as you have made Mention of that heavenly 
freindship which proceeds fr<»n God I am very much 
pleased and take hold of it and the reason of my be- 
ing so ready and willing to take hold of it is that 
our wise forefathers began the Blessed Work I also 

• White Eyes is speaking for his entire tribe, bnt in Indian 
parlance the singular pronoun is generally used. He has here 
defined the limits of Delaware territory. — Ed, 

1' This no doubt is the speech to which Heckewelder refers 
in Narrative of the Mission of the United 'Brethren 
among the Delaware and Mohegan Indians (Phila., 1820), pp. 
140, 141, when he says that White Eyes defied the Six Nations 
and made the most bold and daring address ever made in an 
Indian coimdl fay an individual chief. The Iroquois had con- 
sidered the Delawares as their subject people. WTiite Eyes, 
thinking that the latter would join the British, took the op- 
portunity to assert the Ddawares" independence.— Ed. 
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inform you that I am Extreamly rejoiced and think 
it was God Almighty that has put it into your hearts 
to offer us this and that you did not despise us tho 
poor and Ignorant A Bell 

I now Brother Assure you I am very Much re- 
joiced you offer me your hand to take hold of I 
Gladly Accept it and shall not let it fall to the 
Ground and I hope God Almighty will Endow me 
with Wisdom to treasure it up in my heart as my 
Brothers 'the English do we now desire you Broth- 
ers to be strong and finish the Business we are come 
about that we may be able to Inform the other Na- 
tions what we have been about and when we have 
finished'this good Work there will never be any Oc- 
casion of Difference between our Childeren and your 
Childeren but that they will have reason to 'remem- 
ber it and call it the Blessed Council 'of Peace A 
Belt 

Brothers I am very much rejoiced tfiat you Ac- 
quainted me it was a long time since we had met and 
as scHne of ' our great Men might have died desired 
we would inform you who Acted in their Place we 
now inform you that there 'are three tribes of us^* 
Kalalamint Walapachakin and Ohokon or Capn Pipe 
are the Cheifs Appointed for the Delaware Nation 
A Belt 

Brothers Listen to your yoimg Sisters the Dela- 
wares Women we are very Much rejoiced to hear 

*» Referring to the three clans of the tribe, whose totems 
were respectively the turtle, wolf, and bear. The first of 
these was accorded the headship of the tribe; the last named 
were usually called Munsee (Munceys).— Ed. 
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you and our Children renewing the freindslup be- 
tween you and them this is what your Sisters have 
said to you and our paying Attention to them is the 
reason why we did not go to War with any Naticn 
whatsoever as God Almighty did not Create us to 
War with one Another we now also desire you will 
Acquaint your Mothers our Elder Sisters the White 
Women what we have said and when any of our Chil- 
dren shall be bom in future we will point to heaven 
and tell them these our sentiments. A Belt from the 
IV omen 

Col" Morris then Answered Brothers we are 
obliged to you for your Speech we are well pleased 
with it tOTnorrow we Expect to hear the Six Na- 
tions 

The Tawaas Cheif Shagan'aba" Addressed the 
Commissioners in the following Words Fathers I 
thank you that you have Wiped the Tears from my 
Eyes the Sweat from my body and thoroughly 
cleansed me I was at first Unwilling I Acknowledge 
to come to this Treaty from evil reports I had heard 
and which I have now found to be falsehoods my 
father and many other Cheifs have lately Tasted of 
Death Accept my hearty thanks for your kind Con- 
dolence on that Occasion I Present you my right 
hand in token that I rejoice to see you United nore 
shall my Children be Untold of it Accept this 
String of Wampum as a Pledge of my Sincerity and 
Freindship my Fathers knew you but Unha^^ily are 
no more I have now found the road to your Hospi- 

1 of the renowned Ottawa chief 
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table Mansions nor shall it be Untrodden by my 
People in the future" A String 



At a Meeting of the Commissoners for Indain Af- 
fairs as well those from Congress as those from Vir- 
ginia October 10"" 1775 Present Lewis Morris 
Thomas Walker James Wilson Jamas Wood Andrew 
Lewis Jdin Walker Adam Stephen Com"* 

The Indians of the Different Tribes being Arrived 
at the Council House at 13 "Qock Chau Chan Chau 
sadea Or the Flying Crow a Cheif of the Six Na- 
tions Addressed the Commissioners in the following 
words Brothers Listen you have wiped the Sweat 
from our Bodies and Cleared our Hearts and throats 
that we heard your good speeches with pleasure and 
have us now fast by the hand we now Clear your 
hearts that you may hear us with Attention and Pro- 
ceed with your good Speeches to which we will be 
very Attentive A String 

Brothers Onas, listen to me likewise my brothers 
the big knife Listen to me we received a Speech 
from each of you Inviting us to this Council fire as 
soon as they reached us we rose up to c«ne you 
there told us you wou'd be glad from your hearts 
to see us at this time we are glad in our hearts to 
meet you the Great Men from Onas and Virginia 
and Esteem you as Much as if all the Great Men 



i» Another and more eloquent version of this speech is given 
in Amer. Archives, 4th series, iii, p. 1542. It is also to be 
found in Draper MSS., 3D, chap, xiii, where it b given as a 
sped men of Indian eloqaence.— Ed. 
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frfflu the Sea side who sent you were Present A 
String 

Brothers Onas and Brothers the big knife Listen 
to me I have first spoke what is Customary on such 
Occasicois you have desired us to Speak our Sen- 
timents I have nothing to say at Present I came 
to Listen to what You have to say to us and hope 
you will say Nothing but what is good and from your 
Hearts that all my Brothers present may hear you 
and rejoice when I have heard you I will Ccmsider 
and give you an Answer A String 

The Half Kii^ of the Wiandots^* then Spoke 
Brothers of the Big knife Listen to me when I 
received the Message sent me by my Brothers the big 
knife our Cheifs were Just returned from a Council 
held at the House of Sir William Johnston they 
were very much Fatigued and sent word to my 
People on this side the Lake to Accept the Invita- 
tion and to go to the Council and Listen which is 
the reason you now see us here What I have beard 
I like very well and I shall Attend to what more you 
have to say and our Cheifs will I hope when we re- 
turn be very well Pleased with it Likewise I hope 
God Almighty will Allow us to return to Our Own 
Nation in Safety A Black String 

Brother the Bigknife I am glad to hear what you 

**The Half -King was an important Wyandot chief, head 
of the Sandusky branch of the tribe, his village being at 
Upper Sandusky. In 17^7 he declared against the Americans, 
ud headed the raid that defeated Foreman, as well as that 
which assailed Fort Randolph in 1778. He was also promi- 
nent in the defeat of Crawford in 1782. He appears to have 
died before Wayne's treaty in 1795.— Ki. 



D,s,i,7ert by Google 



92 REVOLUTION ON UVPER OHIO 

have said to us to our Nephews the Delawares to our 
Young Brothers; the Shawanese and Tawaas and to our 
Elder Bretheren the Six Nations I am also rejoiced 
that on our Arrival you wiped the Sweat frc»n us 
you dried up our Tears that you set our hearts at 
Ease and that you Cleared our Ears that we might 
hear the good things you have to say to us I make 
no doubt our Cheifs who sent us here will be Equally 
rejoiced at our reception when they are Informed of 
it on our return" A Black String 

The Cornstalk a Shawanese Cheif came forward to 
the Council Board and Addressed the Commission- 
ers as follows Brothers I imagined all Matters 
were settled last fall and that we were as one People 
I now find that there is a bad Wind Blown up I 
know not from whence it has Arisen but I desire 
the White People will search into it I hope they 
will not let that Interrupt the Good work we are now 
about. If we are Strong and finish the good work 
we have began our Children now Growing up will 
live in peace but if we regard what wicked or fool- 
ish People do it may be an Impediment to our live- 
ing in Freindship when we received the Message 
from our Brothers the Bigknife and the other Colon- 
ies we Immediately set off with a good heart to meet 
them determined to think of Nothing bad that Passed 
Expecting the Good things our King had sent Us 
to hear at this Meeting wou'd be the Means of our 

"* John Dodge, who at the request of Wood accompanied 
the Wyandot, reports to the following effect: that upon th«r 
return to Sandusky they found their tribesmen preparing for 
war, which the account of their deputies quieted, — Almon's J?e- 
menibrancer, viii, pp. 73, 74. — Ed. 
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Children enjoying a lasting Feace at the Conclusion 
of the War with Lord Dunmore last fall we Mutu- 
ally Promised if any thing shou'd happen bad on 
Either side to Inform Each other of it I now 
Brothers Inform you that some of my foolish Young 
Men have Burned Several Houses at the Mouth of 
the big Kanhawa they were Pursued by the White 
People and came home quite Naked having Lost their 
Cloaths Blankets &P It happened about ten or 12 
days ago; To morrow I will send off two of my 
Young Men to direct my People to sit still and do 
no mischeif while we are doing Business I will like- 
wise Inform the Wiandots and Tawaas and hope you 
will send to your young people and direct them to 
do ours no harm untill this Business is finished I In- 
tended last Night to have sent off my Young Men 
this Morning but Considering the Weather is Cold 
I detained them this day to see if our Brothers wou'd 
not take Pity on them and give them something to 
Cloath them and Provisions for their Journey when 
the Messenger who brought me this Account came 
off the Cheifs were gettuig some of the White People 
who were at the Towns to write and a Man to bring 
it up we Expect therefore that you will have a writ- 
ten Account in a day or two A String 

Col" Morris then spoke to the Different Nations 
of Indians as follows Brothers we are well Pleased 
with your Speeches of Yesterday and to day and 
thank you for them and will withdraw till our 
Brothers the Vir^nians have finished their Particu- 
lar Business with you we are Very Glad to see you 
so desirous of taking fast hrfd of the Chain of 
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Freindship and hope the Great and Good SjHrit will 
Preside atnoog you and Guide you to your Mutual 
Satisfaction 

The Gentlemen from the Congress then withdrew 
and the Commissioners from Virginia Opened their 
Business with the following Speech delivered by 
Jdin WiUker To the Mingoes Wiandots Delawarts 
Shaaxmese and Tawaas Fremds and Bretheren we 
are sent here by the Grand Council of our Country, 
the big knife, to take you by the hand and Welcome 
you to this Council fire, to which we have Invited 
all the Ohio Indians and other Neighbouring Na- 
tions; you have Accepted the Invitation and we are 
heartily Glad to see you, this Council we hope, will 
be called the Blessed Council of Peace, and the Fame 
of it handed Down tbro' all Generations A String 
to Each Nation 

Brothers having now met in Council agreeable to 
the Appointment of our respective Nations, we do 
with this belt remove from our Roads all Obstruc- 
tions, that both your and our People may have free 
and Easy Access, and we hope they will be so 
Troden by our Mutual Fmndly Visits, that they will 
be forever kept open A Road Beit 

Brothers we do with this Belt Brighten tfie Chain 
of Freindship between us, with it we rub off any 
Rust it may have Contracted, and desire you may 
Continue to hdd fast by one End of it, so long as 
the Clouds shaJ! Produce Rain, or the Earth Corn 
on our part you may dqwnd it will never be let gO, 
unless you wrest it out of our hands, by Commenc- 
ing Hostilities against us; in which Case you must 
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know, that yoii will be but as ooe Child fighting 
agaiost its family of an Hundred The Cham Belt 

Brothers we wish to Cultivate so strict a Freind- 
ship' with you as that your Enemies shou'd be Con- 
sidered as ours, and our Enemies as yours ; However, 
as we are able to hght our Own Battles we only re- 
quest of you (as you love us, and regard your Own 
Welfare) to Continue in Peace and Suffer the Tom- 
bawk which is so deep Buried to lie Still and the 
Tree which is Planted thereon to grow and flourish in 
such Manner, that both your and our ChilA-ens Chil- 
dren, may reap the fruits of it 

Brothers you have no doubt heard of the dispute 
between us and some of our Fathers evil Counsel- 
lors beyond the Great Water," in this dispute your 
Interest is Involved with ours so far as this, that in 
Case those People with whom we are Contending 
shou'd Subdue us, your Lands your Trade your Lib- 
erty and all that is dear to you must fall v/ith us, 
for if they wou'd Distroy our flesh and Spill our 
Blood which is the same with theirs; what can you 
who are no way related to or Connected with them 
Expect? and further, 'SuK)ose you were Inclined 
to Join our Enemies, how Cou'd you Act in Conjunc- 
tion with them? they Cannot Pass through us tc 
your Country Neither am'd you get to them. Not- 
withstanding all this, we caily ask of you to Stay at 



>■ See th« Mtgorr by wliich Ac dilute «u explained to 
the tribeim^ under the figure of a cruel father's treatment 
of his Uttle son, in Heekewdder's Narrative, pp. 13^-140. See 
aUo Amtr. ArtMvtt, 4th seriei, iii, pp. 480, 483.— Bd. 
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home, to take Care of your Women and Children, 
and follow other Usual Occupations: we are not 
Affraid these People will Conquer us, they Can't 
fight in our Country, and you Know we Can; we 
fear not them, nor any Power on Earth 

Brothers the thirteen great Colcmies of this Ex- 
tensive Continent, Coitq>rehending in the wbi^e, at 
least One Million of Fighting Men, are now so 
firmly United and Insq>arably bound together by cme 
lasting Chain of Freindship, that we are no more to 
be Considered as Distinct Nations, but as one great 
and Strong Man, who if Molested in any cme of his 
Members, will not fail to Exert the Cwnbined force 
of his whole Body to Punish the Offender, we have 
already sent some of our Men to Assist our Breth- 
eren at Boston, and so far as the Contest has been 
Mtherto Carried on we have Proved Successful our 
Enemies are Confined to their Ships and entrench- 
ments and we Expect will Shortly be Almcst all 
Stairved or Slain and that the few who shall Escape 
from famine and Swordi will be forced to fly to their 
own Country for Shelter 

Brothers we can with Pleasure Inform you that 
several Indian Nations in the North have Offered 
to take up the Tomhawk in our favor, that the 
People in Canada except a few of Governor Cari- 
tons^^ Fools are friendly towards us, that they have 



>'Guy Carleton (17^4-1808), an oninent English soldier, 
was at this tinte governor of Canada. He resigned upon Bur- 
goyne's appointment, and was replaced (1^78) by Haldimand. 
In 1782, Carleton was made commander-in-chief for British 
America, his policy being one of clemency and conciliation. 
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absolutely refused, when Ordered t^ him, to Strike 
us, and that it is not Improbable they will in a Short 
time deliver himi a Prisoner into our Hands. 

Brothers If any other Nation or Nations shou'd 
take up the Tomhawk and Endeavour to Strike us it 
wou'd be Kind in you to give us Notice and Use 
your best Endeavours to Prevent the Stroke, for it 
must be your Interest to live in Peace and AmiQr 
with such near and Powerfull Neighbours and this is 
all we Ask A Siring to Each Nation 

Brothers the Mingoes we desire to bury in Ob- 
livion all that has past, and brighten the Chain of 
Freindship with ycm whatever happened to some of 
your Young people last fall, was Owing to th«r 
disregarding ihe Wise Councils of the Six Nations; 
we hc^ the good Advice they will receive from you, 
and them, will Prevent any Mischief in future A 
String 

Brothers the JViandots we have had good Ac- 
counts of you from our people who have been 
Among you they tell us you are a good and sensi- 
ble Nation we desire you will give Ear to no Idle 
reports you may hear from the Commanding Officer 
at Fort Detroit who will Endeavour to deceive you 
we have already discovered Many of their Fals- 
hoods we desire to live in Peace with you, and 
Irope you will Acqu^nt your Nrighbouring Nations 
with what we have s^d A String 



Returning to England in 1783 he again came out to Canada in 
1786 as governor, this time under the title of Lord Eterchester. 
After retaining Uie office for ten years, he retired from public 
file.— Et. 
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Brothers the Deltnvares we Esteem you a Wise 
people for not engaging in the War last Summer 
and you may depend upon our £reindship agreeable 
to Lord Dunmores Promise A String 

Brothers the Shawanese we have returned you 
your Hostages safe and Trust they can say nothing 
but good of us It is our Earnest desire to live in 
Peace with you, shou'd any of our People Molest 
you, we will Endeavour to bring them to Justice and 
shou'd any of yours Molest us we Expect you will 
Punish them A String 

Brothers the Tawaas we are exceedingly rejoiced 
to see you here we have heard much of your Kind- 
ness and Hospitality Especially of your freindship to 
young Feild who was delivered you by the Shaw- 
anese, he is well and has a GratefuU Rememberance 
of your Favors. One Act of Humanity does a Na- 
tion more Grace in the sight both of God and Man, 
than art hundred Cruelties, your Behaviour to young 
Feild will indear you to all the White People, now 
you have found the Way to this Council fire, we hope 
we shall often meet at it to bri^ten the Chain of 
Friendship between us we desire 3'ou will Listen to 
no evil reports of our Mutual Enemies, shou'd you 
hear of any Mischeif Intended us you will do well 
to Inform us and do all in your Power to Prevent 
it, and we desire you will Acquaint your Neighbour- 
ing Nations of what we have SMd to you A String 

To the whole Nations Present we have reason to 
Beleive great Uneasinesses and Jealousies have Pre- 
vailed Amongst you respecting our Intention of mak- 
ing Encroodiments on your Lands we talw this Op- 
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portunity of Assuring you that we have not the most 
Distant thought of Possessing any part of your Lands 
you must all be sensible that the Lands on this side 
Ohio as far down as the C[h]erokee River^* was Pur- 
chased at the Treaty of Fort Stanwix by Sir Will- 
iam Johnston" for the King of England who has 
since sold it to his Childeren on this Continent and 
which they now Expect to Enjt^ in Peace A Bell 

Brothers we Expect you have brou^t with you 
and are ready to Deliver up all our Flesh and Blood 
our Negroes and all that belongs to us and that you 
are prepared to make restitution for all Damages 
agreeable to the Terms Stipulated between you and 
Lord Dunmore last Fall A String 

The Flying Crow then Replied Brother the Big- 
knife It gives me great Satisfaction to hear what 
you have said, it puts me in mind of oiw wise fore- 
fathers Beleive me when I assure you it has sunk 
deep into my heart I firmly beleive every thing you 
have said to me and will duly Consider it as its 
Consequence deserves and will then give you my 
Answer to it you may depend the Six Nations will 
be strong in Peace and we hope the Other Nations 
will be the same 

White Eyes then Addressed the Commissioners 
and the Different Tribes of the Indians in the fol- 
lowing Manner Uncles the Six Nations And Grand 
Children tKe Shawanese and Tawaas I am much re- 

•• The Tennessee was frequently known as Gierokee River, 
became tliat tribe dwelt upon its upper waters, — Ed. 

•• Sir William Jobnson, for many years superintendent of 
Indian affairs, held this important treaty at Fort Stanwix id 
vjfH, and died in 1774.— Ei>. 
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joiced at what I have heard from our brother the 
bigknife 

Brothers the bigknifa I am extremely rejoiced to 
hear the many good things you have said to me as my 
Heart Desires nothing but what is good I lay hold on 
the least Appearance of it Uncles the Six Nations and 
IViandots and all who are here present I hope we 
shall be able to finish the Good woric we are now 
about so ElTectually that our Children and our Chil- 
drens Children shall be able to live in peace from 
it and as soon as all my Bretheren have fully Con- 
sidered of what you now have said to us we Will 
return an Answer 

Com Stalk then Spoke as follows Brothers the Big- 
knife as you have desired we shou'd deliver you 
your flesh and Blood and your Negroes we will give 
you an Answer to morrow respecting that Matter 



At a Conference Continued' and held with the 
Shawanese on the 11*" October 1775 Present 
Thomas Walker, Andrew Lewis, James Wood John 
Walker Adam Stephen Commrs 

The Cornstalk addressed the Commissioners My 
Old Brothers the Bigknife In our Councils last fall 
when we were settling every thing we made our- 
selves one Body and Promised' to Each Other at the 
same time that if any Mischeif shou'd happen through 
the inadvertency of foolish Young People that we 
wou'd not keep it a Secreet from one another but Se- 
riously Consider and have it rectified when I left 
home I Assembled my Young Men and told them 
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I was going to Treat with my Bretheren the Eng- 
lish and if any foolish People shou'd spread any bad 
reports not to listen to it as I had nothing in my 
heart but what was good we had not forgot where 
the Mischeif a rose from the foolish People who are 
endeavouring to Overset ovar Freindship I will now 
Inform you that Just before our Young Men left our 
Towns twenty Wiandots and Tawaas came there and 
desired their Brothers the Shawanese to Listen to 
what they had to say which was this Brothers I 
now desire you to make yourselves ready and to se- 
cure your Provisions for it will not be long before 
a Body of the White People will Strike you they 
have already divided your Nation by calling one half 
of you to a Treaty at Pitsburg where they Informed 
you that they had good to say to you but" it was only 
to deceive you they desired the Warriors to get their 
Mocoasins ready and to go and Watch the Mouths of 
Muskingum, Hockhocldn the big Kanhawa and Ken- 
tucke for there wou'd be a great number of the Vir- 
ginia Warriors to strike than the King of the Wi- 
andots and wise men who live at Detroit sent them on 
a very different Enrand they told these Twenty 
Wiandots and Tawaas to go to their Young brothers 
the Shawanese and as they were Unsetled On Ac- 
count of the Disputes between their Elder Brothers 
of Vii^nia and them they had sent them to Kindle 
their Council fire Anew and to gather the Bones of 
tfieir Dead who fell in the War and to Bury them 
and remove all Grief flrom their Hearts that they 
might sit in Peace and Quietness this is what they 
were sent for and not to spread bad reports when 
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the Tawaas and Wiandots came to Pluggies Town 
the Mingoes Cheif Called the Stone and another Cheif 
called the Black Wolf Invited them to a Council and 
there put these evil Stories in their heads and made 
them fca-get the gt>od things their Cheifs had charged 
them with their telling these foolish things to my 
young Men mads them go and do harm to my broth- 
ers the English unknown to our Chief Kisquaquawha 
[who] was sick or he would have Prevented them 
I also Inform you that two of the Wiandots and 
Pluggies son one of the Six Nations with two of our 
foolish Young Men who they Persuaded to go with 
them Pretending they did not know the road are 
gone to the Mouth of Kentucke to look at the white 
People no doubt their taking our Young Men was to 
throw the blame on our Nation^" to which Col" 
Lewis replied Brothers The Natural Consequence 
of what had happened will be that the white People 
will go mto the Fort at which you need not be 
Alarmed we will send to desire our People to keep 
their Own side of the River and to do you no harm 
and would recommend it to you to send to your 
People to do the same The Cornstalk Answered 
This is our Intention 

Brothers we have now Informed you what we 
have heard and your seeing a Number of us here 
both Men and Women may convince you we had no 
such thoughts in our Hearts when we left our Towns 

" On Dec. 23, just outside of Boonesborough, this party 
fired upon Col. Arthur Campbell and two lads named Sanders 
and McQuinney. The former escaped, the latter was killed, 
and Sanders was never i^ain heard from. Sec Draper MSS., 
4B55.— Ed. 
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Whatever has happened is Owing to the Advice o£ 
bad People who no doubt Envy us as they see us 
and our Elder Brothers the Big knife as one People 
If it had been known to the Wise People of your 
young Brothers the Shawanese they would have Pre- 
vented it The Cheif who we left to take Care of 
our Young People was sick and knew Nothing of 
their going we Acquainted you we were going to send 
two of our Young Men to our Towns I shall send 
my own son Allanawissica and Kataawa with Speeches 
to my Nation as the Weather is grown cold they 
hope you will give them, some Cloathes and Pro- 
visions for their Journey 

Brothers listen to me when we held a Council 
last Fall you desired us to deliver up your Flesh and 
Blood your Negroes your Horses and every thing 
that belonged to you our Brother Col" Stephen 
was here and remembers every thing that Passed as 
soon as we heard it we Immediately Complied and 
Delivered you up all your flesh and Blood your Ne- 
groes and Horses and all that belonged to you not 
only at that time but when they were Demanded 
twice before in the Winter I received a Message 
from the Commanding Officer at the Kanhawa my 
father the whitefish and myself went through the 
Towns hunted up the Horses and Delivered him 
eig^ when tfie Governor Demanded our Relations 
the White People he told us he only wanted them to 
go and see their relations and they should be at lib- 
erty if they did not liCe to stay with the white People 
to return to us when we brought them among us 
they were tiien Subservient to our Commands but when 
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we had delivered them up to the White Pet^le and 
they returned of their Own Accord they were as free 
as ourselves and no longer under our Controul when 
I went home I Informed them that some of their 
white relations were desirous of seeing them and told 
them to go and see their Relations they began to 
Cry and said they were not Slaves that they shou'd 
be forced away for they had it in their own Choice 
where they would stay last spring when some of the 
Cherokees robbed your People on the Kentucke we 
Immediately set off took two of the Horses from them 
and delivered them at the Mouth of Kanhawa and 
when the Negro Woman made her Escape from that 
Place and Came to our Towns on her being De- 
manded we delivered her when we did this Captain 
Russell said he was a little Sorry to Ask so much 
but that the Owner insisted upon having the two 
Children brought in that he thought it was too much 
as they had been all Winter Delivering Horses and 
Performing every Promise they had made in the Win- 
ter Captain Russell sent five of his Men to our 
Towns we Delivered the Negro Wench but told him 
as the Children were Bagat by our People we thought 
it very hard they shou'd be made Slaves of as the 
Negro Woman is delivered up she will soon have 
more Children at the same time they Demanded 
Horses from us we Informed them we had delivered 
up all the Horses we had belonging to the White 
People and that Many of our People had delivered 
up their own Horses in leiu of yours whidi cou'd not 
be found we likewise told them that ours was not 
the only Nation who had stolen their Horses I now 
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Inform you we have Delivered up all your Horses and 
all your Negroes Except One Negro Man who run- 
away from the Mouth of Hockhockan Who threatens 
to kill either White Man or Indian, who shall Attempt 
to Molest him 

Brothers I now Inform you we have delivered up 
all we possibly can and as we are one People I hope 
you will not Ask more of us what white People re- 
main among us are their own Masters and may do as 
they Please the Young white Man who is here has 
been to see his Relations if he Chooses to stay with 
them we have no Objection if he Chooses to return 
we Cannot Prevent him we will endeavour to Per- 
suade him to Either but let his own Choice direct 
him 'tis true our Manner of living is not like the 
white Peebles we suppose that is the reason why their 
freinds are Unwilling they shou'd live Among us 

Brothers we now Inform you if any of your flesh 
and Blood Choose to return to their relations or if any 
of their freinds c«ne to our Country for them we shall 
never Attempt to Hinder them and as you Yesterday 
Qeared the Soad of all Obstructions between you and 
us It will be the Means of making our frdndship more 
firm and Lasting A String 



At a Conference Continued and held at Pitsbui^ 
with the Different Nations of Indians IZ**" October 
1775 Present Thomas Walker Andrew Lewis James 
Wood Adam Stephen Comm'" 

Thomas Walker Esq' delivered the f<dIowing speech 
to the Shawanese in Answer to thdrs of Yesterday 
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Brothers we are sensible you delivered up a Consid- 
erable Number of Horses and Prisoners to Lord Dun- 
more at Camp Charlotte we are likewise Sensible 
that you delivered some Horses to the Commanding 
Officer at the Kanhawa in so doing you performed 
part of what you Promised and so far Supported the 
Honor and Dig;nity of the Shawanese Nation you 
told us Yesterday you had delivered up all our flesh 
and Blood in this you are Mistaken there are many 
of our People still among you several of whom are 
not of a Proper Age to Judge for themselves and 
therefore ought to be Under the Controul of their 
Freinds many Negroes and Horses which were taken 
friMn us are Still Wanting a Particular Account of 
them we will give you at any time 

Brothers you have promised that our people shou'd 
be at Liberty to cetum to thdr relations and that if 
any of our Freinds shou'd go to your Nation for their 
Children or relations who are too Young to Judge for 
themselves you that are now present will deliver them 
to such persons we also Expect that you will Assist 
any of our People that go for Negroes or horses in 
geting such Negroes and Horses belonging to them 
or any of us and as you have not fully Performed 
your Engagements with Lord Dunmore we Expect 
that you will Continue the Hostages with us or others 
in tiieir stead until the whole of your Promises are 
Complied with 

Brothers your two Young Men going with the 
Wiandots and Pluggies Son to Kentucke will Prob- 
ably Occasion some uneasiness Amongst the Inhabi- 
tants of that Place and if they Bdiave amiss some of 
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them Perhaps may be killed We recommend it to 
you to advise your People and all the other Indians 
not to go over the Ohio without Necessary Business 
and to Consult their Nation before they go also to 
take with them some white Person of Credit to Ac- 
quaint the Inhabitants of their Business A String 

The flying Crow a Cheif of the Six Nations then 
addressed himself to the Commissioners Brothers the 
Bigknife Listen to what I now say you told us 
Yesterday that you had spoke all you had to say and 
Desired our Answer what we have heard from you 
is Just and right and we are well Pleased with it and 
hope that all the Nations present do Approve it like- 
wise and now you shall hear what we have to say 
to you A String Brothers the Bigknife listen like- 
wise brother Onas listen you told us in your Speech 
that you Understood we thought you had an Inten- 
tion of taking our Lands from us you then Assured 
us you had no such Desire It is true we all Sus- 
pected that you Intended to encroachi upon our Lands 
but we are now Satisfied and believe you have no 
such Intention as we think that our Brothers have 
spoke the real Sentiments of your Heairts and not 
from your Lips only you must no doubt know what 
Lands we have heretofore Granted you and we Ex- 
pect that you will not Suffer any of your foolish young 
Men to settle or encroach upon our Lands the Boun- 
daries you Mentioned were Settled by our respective 
Cheifs and we hope you will Observe them and make 
no Encroachments upon us that our Children may 
Continue to live in Peace and Freindship A Belt 

Brothres the bigknife and Onus listen to me we 
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have heard what you have said and like it well and 
shall Carefully Observe your Advice to us and sit 
Still we and all the Nations present have now fast 
hold of the Chain of F<reindship and you may be As- 
sured that we will not suffer it to Slip through our 
hands and hope you have the same Strong hold of 
it A Belt 

Kiashota another Cheif of the Six Nations then 
Spc4te Brothers the Ugknife and Onas listen Every 
thing you have said We like and return you our Sin- 
cere thanks Brothers Onas and the Ugknife we have 
not much to say but what we do say I hope you will 
Attend to I Observe that there are some MfiEerences 
between yourselves I advise you to be Strong and 
let no Disputes be Among you that our Council fire 
may be well Kindled and burn Clear so that when we 
are hereafter invited to it we may come with Pleasure 
Brothers the Bigknife and Brother Onas I advise 
you to what is good for yourselves I now Assure 
you that the six Nations have a strong hold of the 
Chain of Freindship and with these Belts I bind fast 
in freindship my Brothers the Wiandots, Delawares 
Shawanese and Tawaas with you Three Belts one 
to each Nation '< 

White Eyes then Addressed the Indians as fol- 
lows Brothers listen to me you heard me tell our 
Bretheren the English that I hoped we shou'd finish 
the good work we had began and as our Brothers de- 
sired us to remove all Obstructions out of the road 
that our Young Men Women and Children might 
Pass and repass Unmolested and that the Freindship 
which has been made between us in the presence of 
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God Almighty may be Lasting and Strong and as we 
know the Bounds of the Lands Claimed by our 
Brothers Extends as far as the Mouth of the Chero- 
kee River I for my part will be Strong and Prevent 
my young Men f rcMn hunting thereon for I had rather 
they wou'd employ themselves in plantii^ Com in 
their Own feilds than that any Mischeif shou'd hap- 
pen by their hunting Delivers the Road and Freind- 
ship Belts to the Wiandots 

Brothers the day before Yesterday our brothers 
the English Acquainted us that all the White People 
in this Island had now become as one Man and de- 
sired us to be Strong and to hold fast of the Chain 
of Freindship that subsists between us and them for 
our parts we are but poor and Ignorant and desire 
nothing but to Preserve the Freindship and as we 
have now told our Brothers the English that we have 
all taken fast hold of the Chain of Freindship let us 
be strong and on our Parts let none of us Attempt to 
do any thing that will weaken it in the Least our 
old Cheif who you now see here as well as our Other 
Old Cheif who we left sick in our Town desired us 
to go and Listen to the Speeches that shou'd be made 
to us and embrace every thing that was good Uncles 
the Six Nations as you Count yourselves strong in 
your Heart and as you say Command the Hearts of 
all other Nations of Indians I now desire you to be 
Strong and Acquaint them of this Freindship tiiat 
has been made so that it may not be broke but Ccwi- 
tinue forever A Belt to the Six Nations 

Brothers listen to me while I speak to our brothers 
the English Brothers as we have now renewed and 
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Confirmed the freindship between us if you Suspect 
tliat there is any thing in my heart but what is good 
and Sincere, I beg you wou'd tell me of it; as I 
wou'd wish that no evil thing thats done by ray People 
shou'd be kept Secret, and that every one may know 
that I wou'd not desire any thing bad shou'd be Un- 
known and as you have Informed us that if any of 
your People shou'd do us any Injury you wou'd Pun- 
ish them I also now for my part promise that if 
any of my foolish Young Men shou'd do any harm 
to your People that we will punish them as they de- 
serve without delay as I wou'd wish to Oaraply with 
the dictates of the Christian Relegion and Commands 
of our Saviour whose hands were Nailed to the Gross 
and sides Peirced for our Sins as far as I am Cap- 
able in my Present Dark State A Belt 

Dr Walker then Spoke Brothers we heartily 
thank you for your kind Advice and you may depend 
all we have said to you Proceeds from our Hearts and 
that we shall Punctually Comply with every part of 
it you Mention that there Appears to be some differ- 
ence Amongst us we know of none we are aJI 
Heartily engaged in the same great and good Cause 
and Expect you will fully discover it is so before 
this Business is finished 

Kiashota on behalf of the Wiandots and Tawaas 
then Spoke Brothers the Bigknife and Onas we 
have heard and all the Nations here present have 
heard what you have said to us and we think it good 
we were sent here by our Cheifs to listen to what our 
Brothers the big knife and Onas had to say and we 
are well Pleased with what we have heard we shall 

D,s,i,7ert by Google 



TREATY WITH WESTERN INDIANS m 

return after the Treaty and inform our Cheifs of the 
good Speeches you have made to us 

The Cornstalk then spoke as follows All my Elder 
Brothers the English the reason o£ my addressing 
you in this Manner is because you have Informed us 
that all the White People in this Island are now be- 
come as one Man as it is evening now and you have 
Desired us to Consider well of what we have to say 
in reply to you we will do so and return you an Ans- 
wer tomorrow 



The Commissicmers agreeable to the request of the 
Shawanese dispatched the following Letters by Ex- 
press Directed to all the Inhabitants on the Ohio and 
its Eastern Branches and to the Officer Commanding 
at the Mouth of the Great Kanhawa 

Freinds and Countrymen — The Shawanese have 
Informed us in Council that some of their foolish 
Young People had burnt some Houses up the Kan- 
hawa and Committed other Irregularities without the 
Knowledge of the Cheif of their Nation Those ot 
that Nation now here have sent off two of their 
People to their Towns to endeavour to restrain them 
from Crossing the Ohio and with Particular Orders 
not to give any disturbance or be guilty of the like 
Behaviour in future, they have likewise Informed us 
that there are a party of Different Nations gone to 
Observe the Settlement on Kentucke we therefore 
have thought it proper to Inform you of this that 
you may be on your gaurd and at the same time Ac- 
quaint the Inhalntants on tiie Kentucke by the first 
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Opportunity we wou'd have you Av<Md giving the 
Indians Offence and forbear hunting on the Other 
side of the River Ohio at the same time you are to 
gaurd against Mischeif fnnn them and not tamely 
Submit to any Insult wantonly offered by them We 
have reason to beleive that on the return of their 
Cheifs from this place every thing will be Amicably 
settled in the Nation as they Intend to return frcKn 
Pittsburg by Water we Charge you not to give them 
Offence as we are Certain that the Shawanese here 
are well disposed and will Preserve the Peace with 
the white People if Possible 

we are your freinds and Countrymen 
(Signed) Tho' Walkeh James Wood 

A Lewis A Stephen 

P S. all dfficers and Soldiers in Actual Service wi 
the Ohio are desired to take Notice that they are by 
a resolve of the Convention to receive their Instruc- 
tions from time to time of Captain John Nevill Com- 
mandant now at this place 

Captain Nevills Instructions to the Officer Command- 
ing at Kankawa 

Sir — as I make no doubt you have seen the resolves 
of Convention before this time wherein I am ap- 
pointed to the Command of the Troops on the Ohio 
I hereby request you to keep your Men in good Order 
and well disciplined you are to Support and Protect 
the Neighbouring Settlements (if any) keep scwne of 
your Men Constantly Scouting to Prevent surprize 
shou'd the Indians break out or Attempt to Annoy you 
on the Settlements It is Expected the Indians will 
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keep their own side of the river unless it be to your 
Fort on Business and you are not to Sufifer your Men 
to Hunt on their side but that ought not to prevent 
your Reconnoit(r]ing and geting well Acquainted 
with the G)untry you will use the Indians well give 
them no Offence and do not tamely Submit to any 
Insult designedly Offered to you by them let me 
know what prospect you have of geting flour to serve 
your Company as I am Apprehensive it may be got 
much cheaper from this Quarter than from your 
Count [r]y it will be Necessary that you let me know 
what Quantity you have Engaged and at what rate 
I am Persuaded Beef Can be got upon Better Terms 
from Green Brier than here shou'd any thing extra- 
ordinary happen in your Quarter you will be Kind 
Enough to loose no time in making me Acquainted 
with the Particulairs I flatter myself I shall have 
the Pleasure of being better Acquainted witfi you for 
the time to come I wish you an agreeable Winter 
and am with respect yrs 

John Nevill 



At a Confcrrence Continued and held with the Dif- 
ferent Tribes of Indians IS*"" October 1775 Present 
as before 

The Cornstalk came forward and Desired his 
Brothers the English his Elder Brothers the Six Na- 
tions and Wiandots his Grandfathers the Delawares 
and all that were present to Listen to him Brothers 
the Bigknife agreeable to the Invitation which you 
gave all the Indians here present you see Among the 
8 
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rest 3rour young'cr Brothers the Shawanese who as 
soon as they received your Message came to this 
Council fire which you have Kindled you told us 
that you had removed all evil as well frran our hearts 
as your own so that we would be the Better Enabled 
to renew and Brighten the Chain of Freindship I 
was Exceedingly rejoiced and as I thought the Great 
and Good Spirit had directed you in your good 
Speeches I Immediately Joined heartily with you in 
it you likewise Informed us that you had gathered 
tt^ether all the Bones of our 6'einds who fell in the 
late Unhappy disputes between us that you had Buried 
them and Planted the Tree of Peace over them, so 
that they might never be seen again to Create any 
Sorrow or Uneasiness I was very Much rejoiced to 
hear this as I thought the Great Spirit had directed 
you and that you had become wise and took pity on 
your young Brothers the Shawanese and all your other 
Brothers now present We and also our old Brothers 
the six Nations Wiandots Tawaas and our Grand- 
fathers the Delawares are very glad to hear the good 
things you have said and Immediately laid hold on 
every thing that was good Elder Brothers the six 
NatioHS and Wiandots our Young Brothers the Ta- 
waas and Grandfathers the Delawares you have 
heard what our Elder Brothers have said to us all 
and were well Pleased with it you also heard how 
they addressed themselves to iheir Younger Brothers 
the Shawanese separately because they think theffe is 
some thing yet between us and theni that is unsetled 
Brothers the Bigknife yesterday you desired us to 
deliver up all your flesh and Blood your Negroes your 
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horses and every thing also ihsi belonged to you and 
that the Hostages that where [were] with you last 
Winter must iremain with you or others in their stead 
until! We Performed every thing you Asked of us 
this is a hard task you have set us and may create 
some Uneasiness among us 

Brothers the Bigknife I now Inform you that we 
Cannot Comply with your request in senduig our Hos- 
tages back with you they have been with you since 
the last fall and some others of my young Men I sent 
to Visit their Bretheren and conduct them to this 
[dace the reason of my telling you that We Cannot 
comply with your request is that we have at three 
different times delivered up to you your flesh and 
blood and as you say there are still some remaining 
among us I begg that you wou'd send Twenty of 
your Pec^le with us we will conduct them safe to 
our Towns and if they find any of your flesh and 
Blood let them bring them away they will then have 
an OppOTtunity of seeing your horses or any thing 
else that belongs to you if they find any they may 
take them I have already infcMni'd you that I was all 
last Winter Collecting and delivering up your Horses 

as yoa seem to think that we are the (Hily People 
who have stolen your horses I now inform yoa that 
there are above Twenty of your Horses Among the 
Tawittawas my Grandfathers the Dflawores some of 
your foolish Young Men who joined our foolish men 
last summer particularly the Pheasant carried of[f] 
Eight of our Brothers Horses you know best whether 
they have ever been returned there is a Woman oi 
my Nation Anipassicowa who has some of your Ne- 
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groes as she belongs to my Tribe I will speak to 
her and dbubt not she will listen to me but as her 
Qiitdren are Sprung f nmi my Grandfathers the Dela- 
wares there may perh^>s some difficulty arise from 
that It is trtte diere are two N^jo Children \diidi 
were begotten by my People and we are not tiie only 
People who have intermixed with Negroes we are 
not Willing to give up the Children there is another 
old Negro Woman which you may Get if you will 
bring her home upon your backs for she is not able 
to walk As we have clear'd the road between us We 
desire you as before to send Twenty of your young 
Men with us to the Moutb of Hockocking and a few 
of them may go with us to liie Town and they will 
then have an Opportunity of seeing and heating what 
We say to your Relations 



At a Conference Continued and held with the In- 
dians at Pittsburg the 14"' of October 1776 Present 
the same as Yesterday The following Speech was 
delivered to the diferent Nations of Indians Present 
by Doctor Walker 

Brothers the Six Nations Wyandots Dehtwares 
Shawonese and Ottawas We have in a former Speech 
told you that we were sent by our great Council in 
Virginia to deliver to you your Ifostages and to re- 
ceive of you Our flesh and Blood and all our Negrxxa 
and Horses that yet remain amongst you agreeable to 
your Stipulations with Ltwd Dunmore We are sorry 
you are come Unprepared to fulfill your part of that 
Solemn Contract and that our Brothers the Sba- 
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wanese seems to be averse to give us the reasonable 
Security we required for the delivery of our property 
yet in their hands this seems to be the only Obstruc- 
tion in our Way to cconpleat the very Great and de- 
sirable work now on hand we are not come un- 
prepared to give Our brothers the Strongest proofs 
of the great desire we have of living in Amity with 
them and We hope you will not stand out so far as 
to deprive us of the happiness We promis'd ourselves 
in giving you this TestinK>ny of our Generosity and 
freindship for We can by no Means give the pres- 
ent put into our hands for you but to such as fulfill 
their Engagements or at least cwnply with them as 
far as may be in their Power we are far from desir- 
ing impossibilities of you and we hope that you will 
yet exert yourselves and gather together all of our 
peoples prc^)erty you can find and deliver them up 
rather than say "We permit you to search for them" 
how should we know where to find them you toc4c 
them frmn us and from your hands we Expect to 
receive them 

Brothers the Shawaitese you told us on Wednes- 
day the IS*"" of this Instant that three of your foolish 
young men had been at the Kanhawa and burned 
some old Useless Houses but that the Fort was not 
hurt we now have proof that part of the Fort is 
bum'd and all the Houses in it destroyed Except the 
Loggs of the Store and that five Indians were seen 
gfflng from the fort to a house near it who on sering 
our People run of [f] their blankets were foimd abort 
a Quarter of a Mile from the place where the Indians 
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were seen from that Grcumstance it Appears they 
inteoded Mischeif 

Brothers we have bef<»'e told you all that we had 
no intention of incroadiii^ cm your Lands which are 
the real Sentiments of our hearts but if you will Ow- 
tinue to do us Mischeif you must not Expect to be 
treated with such Lenity as you were in the Year 
1764 by Colo Boquet and by Lord Dunmore last fall 
but on the Contrary if you Oblige us to march an 
Army into any of your Countrys to do ourselves Jus- 
tice the fault will be your Own and you may Judge 
the CcMisequence and you may rely upon it that the 
Interposition of any other Nation will be ineffectual 
to restrain us from taking Ample Satisfaction for any 
Injury that you may do us 

Brothers of the dOferent Nations here present we 
have now delivered you the teal Sentiments of our 
hearts and recommend it to you to Consider it with 
Attention we have been long here and have never 
Observed you Consult Mutually together we now h<^ 
that you will and tiiat you determine within your- 
selves to think of nothing else till you return us ^ 
Answer which we shall be ready to receive and hope 
it will be soon A String to Each Nation 

Kayashnta then Spoke as follows Brothers the 
Bignknife & Onas I and all present have heard what 
you have said there is one thing you have demanded 
of our Younger Brothers the Shawanese which at 
Ais time is a little difiicult for them to perform that 
is that they shou'd deliver up all your flesh and blood 
and Negroes and everything else that they have taken 
frtrni you According to their Promise made last fall 

D,s,i,7ertbvGoot^le 



TREATY WITH WESTERN INDIANS iig 

however as I represent the Six Nations and am the 
oldest and have greater Authority than any here I will 
endeavour to have it done and for that purpose will 
send two of my Men and my Nephews the Delawares 
will send two to their Towns to see that it is done 
the Wiandotts and Ottawas will likewise Assist tiieir 
Brothers the Shawanese in CcMnpljdng with your re- 
quest, as we all think you demand nothing more of 
them than what you've a right to ask of them What 
T have said now are the real Sentiments of my heart 
and I mean to perform what I have now promised to 
Morrow Mbming we will all Consult together and 
some time in the day will give you a final Answer 

Doctor Walker then Replyed Brothers Ike Six 
Natiotus you have spoke like honest Men and we have 
not the least doubt but you will perform what you 
have promised 



At a Conference Continued and held with the In- 
dians at Pittsburg October 16th 1775 Present the 
same as before 

Kayashuda on behalf of all the Nations Present 
spoke as follows Brothers the Bigkntfe and Onas 
two days ago We heard the demand you made of the 
Shawanese requiring them to deliver up all your flesh 
and Blood your Negroes, Horses and all that they had 
betonging to you According to their promise made last 
fail to Lord Dunmore We that are here present will 
aid and assist our Young Brothers to fulfill th«r en- 
gagements with you therefore I shall send off two of 
my Men with two of the Delawares and Shawanese 
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i to ccdlect what white Prisoners are AnuMig 
us ^ well as the Negroes and Horses that are yet 
among us belonging to you and will deliver them to 
you if there should be any defedenqr we will hope 
you will pity us as we shall do every thing in our 
Power to Comply with our promise Brothers you 
require of the Shawanese to leave Hostages with you 
imtdll they comply with their Engagements made last 
fall We think you are rather too strict with them, 
we hi^je you will not insist upon it but be satis&ed 
with the Promises we have all made you that the 
Shawanese shall comply with your demands as far 
as lies in their Power and We desire that your 
Brothers the Big knife and Onas will send two of 
your Men (who are Acquainted with our Language 
and Customs) with those whom we send that they 
may be Eye Witness's of our endeavours to comply 
with our promise Brothers as the Winter is com- 
ing on we hope you will give the Young Men we 
send to the Towns some Cloaths to keep them warm 
and some Amunition to supply them with Provisions 
on the Road Three Strings 

White Eyes on behalf of the Delawares then ad- 
dressed himself to the Commissioners and Six Na- 
tions and English and Said Relations I am Quite 
tired in my heart in Considering how we shou'd Com- 
pleat the good Work we are about you have heard 
what our Bretheren the English have said to us for 
some days past they have demanded their flesh and 
Blood Negroes and horses and as yet we have noth- 
ing to Establish a freindship that our Childeren 
might reap the Advantage of it 
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My Uncles the Six Nations I told you before and 
now tell you that my heart is small and I think of 
nothing but what is good and as you sayed your 
hearts were Strong and that you had the hearts of 
other Nations in your hands I desired you to Ad- 
vise the other Natitms to be Strong and perfonn 
what our bretheren the English demanded of them 
I for my part do not love to speak lies my young 
Men may go to the Towns but I am sure they will 
bring nothing back with them as I have not heard 
my Grand Children the Shawanese promise their 
bretheren to deliver up what belonged to them and 
it is more than a Year since the Shawanese have re- 
fused to listen to us It is not hard what our Broth- 
ers demand of them their Flesh and Blood their Ne- 
groes and their Horses bdong to theiH they Prom- 
ised Lord Dunmore to deliver them up and therefore 
ou^t to perform it A Str^g 

Nimwha a Chief of the Shawanese tiien Spoke 
Brothers the Six Nations and Wiandots and Grand- 
fathers the Delawares listen while I speak to ray 
brothers the big knife Brothers the big knife last 
fall when Lord Dunmore came near to our Towns 
and we were concluding a Peace be demanded all 
your Flesh and Blood N^roes Horses and every 
other thing belonging to you which' were with ua 
when you first made your Ajqwarance at this Council 
fire we heard the Good things you had to say to us and 
you demanded your People N^p-oes and Horses 
from us. I now promise that we will driver them 
up to you as we are desirous that we and our Chil- 
deren after us may live in Freindship. Uncles the 
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Six Nations and Grandfathers the Delanoares as we 
are all going for the People and property of our 
Brotlwrs the English that are Among us there cannot 
be the Least doubt but we shall Accomplish it now 
you have heard what we promised Brothers the Big 
knife as we have now Gnnplied with your request 
in Promising to deliver up your People and property 
I beg that you and our Brothers from Philadelphia 
may think of nothing else for the future but how to 
Preserve the Friendship between us 

Doctor Walker then replied Brothers of the dif- 
ferent Nations as there seems to be a great differ- 
ence in Opinion Among you at Present we desire you 
to Consider well of it to night and beccwne Unani- 
mous in what was proposed 1^ the Six Nations other- 
wise we shall Tnsist on Hostages being delivered to 
Us for the Performance of your Engagement with 
Lord Dunmore at Camp Charlotte last fall 



At a Conference Continued and held with the In- 
dians at Pittsburg October 17th 1775 Present as be- 
fore 

Kiashota a Six Nation Cheif addressed the Com- 
missioners as follows Brothers the Bigknife likewise 
Brothers Onas listen to what I am going to say also 
my Indian Brothers Listen to me you know you de- 
sired the Shawanese to deliver up your flesh and 
Blood Negroes and Horses you know the Answer 
we gave you yesterday that we wou'd assist our 
Younger Brothers the Shawanese and use our En- 
deavotirs that they shou'd Comply with your Demand 
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as the Six Nations are the head of all the other 
Tribes here present I tell you I will be Strong and 
use my best Endeavours that the Shawanese shall 
perform the same I say it shall be done and my 
People will take Care that the Shawanese shall Com- 
ply with it all that are come here to this Council fire 
came to Perform this Good Work and we hope the 
same will be Settled to our Mutual Satisfaction as 
I told you yesterday we wou'd send two Men from 
Each Nation to bring up your flesh and Blood Ne- 
groes and Horses we request you wou'd Nominate 
two of your young Men to go down to the Towns 
to see this Promise performed I speak for all the 
Nations here present A String 

Nimwha in behalf of the Shawanese then Spoke ' 
Brothers all here present Listen to me, you have 
heard what Passed at this Council between us and 
our Brothers of Virginia Brothers the Bigknife I 
DOW Inform you what was demanded of us shall 
be delivered up I now desire that our Hearts 
may be at Ease and I hope that the Great Spirit will 
take Pity on us so that we will be able to Conclude 
a Peace and that our Qiildrens Children may reap 
the Blessings and advantage of it as you were sent 
by the Cheifs of", your People and we by our Kings 
to this Council to renew and Strengthen the Freind- 
ship subsisting between us ■ let us now be Strcmg 
and Accomplish this good work so that every Morn- 
ing in future when; we rise we may think of Nothing 
but what is good 

Captain White Eyes A Cheif of the Delawares Ad- 
dressed the Indians as follows. My Indum Brothers 
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listen to me I am very much , reJCTced to hear your 
Promises that you will deliver up the Flesh and 
Blood Negroes ,and H(M-ses which your Brothers the 
Bigknife demanded of you and which has Occasioned 
this Long Journey to them formerly I was , Con- 
cerned in the War against my Bretheren the English 
but , when the Great Spirit took Pity on us and Peace 
was . Restored and they demanded their flesh and 
Blood of us we then sent our Wise People to Lan- 
caster where they Cleared the. Council House and de- 
livered up their Flesh and Blood' and every thing was 
Settled Shortly after other Mischeif Happened Ow- 
ing to the Advice of Bad Pec^le but when we met 
Colonel Boquet at Coshocting.and he Demanded his 
flesh and Blood we then delivered up some [to] him 
and sent Killbuck to S' William Johnston to finish 
the Peace there are four of your flesh and Blood 
still remaining with us some of whom run away and 
came back One Negro which I now promise to de- 
liver at Uiis place in a few day^ I now tell you my 
Uncles the Six Nations that I will bring them myself 
and not give any , TrouWe to you and as some of my 
foolish Young Men who Joined in the Unhappy dis- 
putes last Year and who brought of[f] some of their 
Brothers Horses I know but of three which I will 
likewise deliver up and the Owners shall have them 
to ride home in a few days as we have now Finished 
and promised to deliver up what you demanded I 
now Inform for the future if any Mischeif shou'd 
happen I will not Join in it but will Immediately 
witiidraw msreelf and think of nothing but what is 
good there are two Negro Women and two Children 
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in our Towns in the hands of the Shawaneae vrtiidi 
we will also Use our best Endeavours to have de- 
livered up A String 

Doctor Walker then delivered the following Speech 
to the Different Tribes of Indians Bretheren 
your younger Brothers the Shawanese are Greatly 
Obliged to the other Nations for their kind , interpo- 
sition in their favor we are much pleased to. find all 
the Nations present so heartily disposed to Establish 
the, Peace of this Country Brothers we have heard 
your respective promises and Eng^ements relying 
On the Most faithfull Performance thereof we shall 
rest satisfied and .desire you will all be strong in this 
Good Work that the Peace now Established betwixt 
us may Endure forever when you bring our flesh 
and Bbod Negroes and Horses to this place (which 
we hope, will be soon) we desire you will deliver them 
to Captain Nevill Commandant at this Fort we have 
a few Presents to make you for. your Winter Qoath- 
ing and for your Women and Children which were 
senl you by your Brothers of Virginia and which is 
over and above their Proporticmable part of the pres- 
ent you will hereafter receive from the .Com[missi] 
oners Appointed by the Thirteen Un[ited] Colonies 
the Present put, into our h[ands] will be delivered 
as soon as the Continental Commissioners finish their 
Business with you We are now in, perfect Frdnd- 
ship with you all and hope to remain so forever A 
String to Each Nation 

The Different Nations of Indians were then In- 
formed that if they were desirous of sending any of 
their Children to be Educated amoi^ tfie White 
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People . it shoa'd be done wi&out any Expence to 
them and that if any of them thought proper to 
Visit our Country they won'd be .talnn by the Hand 
and treated with Hospitality" 



At a Conference held .with the Different Nations 
of Indians October 19th l'!1& Present the same 
CtMnmissioners as before The Commissioners as 
well as, the Ch«fs of the Different Nations proceeded 
to the Appointment of persons as well on the part of 
the Colony as the , said Indians to Perform that part 
of the Treaty relating to the Delivery of the Prison- 
ers Negroes and [H]orses which remain among the 
Indians Mr Jcrfin Gibson wit[h] one other White 
Man is Appointed for the Colony of Virginia 
Kightoi and Kenightie for the Six Nations Tete- 
puska, Winganum.and Joseph Pepy for the Dela- 
wares and Allanawissica and Wewelatimiha for the 
Shawanese It is likewise Engaged by the Indians 
Aat Kiashota.a Six Nation Cheif and Cap" Pipe a 

« The foUowmg letter, dated lA^Uiarnsboi^, Nov. 18, 1775, 
is printed in Amer. Archivts, 4th seriei, iii, p. 1542: "Dr. 
Thomas Walker, one of the gentlemen appointed by the Coa- 
vention to treat with the Indians, is returned to this City and 
infonns that all the different nations, who attended the treaty, 
are peacefully disposed, notwithstanding the endeavours of 
several persons from Fort Detroit to set them against this 
Colony in particular. Mr. Walker has brought with him a 
young Indian (son of the famous Bawbee) to be educated at 
college." This young chief remained in Virginia imtil 1779, 
but upon his return to the Indian country spread among Uie 
tribesmen unfavorable reports of the Virginiaiu. Sec Hccke- 
welder. Narrative, p. 206. — Ea 

D,s,i,7ertbvGoot^le 



TREATY WITH WESTERN INDIANS 127 

Delaware Cheif shall go with them to the Shawanese 
Towns and Assist them in the .Execution of tiieir 
purpose 

October 2i»t 1775 

Thouas Walses 
Andsew Lewis 
James Wood 
Akam Stephen 
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